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Murky Work 
An angler trudges up 
swollen Fishing Creek 
in Pennsylvania. 
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48. HIGH, COLD, AND DIRTY 

Don’t let tough early-spring condi- 
tions get you down. Our pros will 
help you catch monster fish when 
rain and snowmelt make your 
home waters a big mess. 

BYJOECERMELE 


56. BEST OF THE BEST: FISHING 

We cast, cranked, wore, and 
waded through a lakeful of new- 
for-2015 fishing gear. These 19 
products are the finest you’ll see 
on the water this year. 

BYJOECERMELEANDTED LEESON 


64. LET HER RIP! 

Three championship-winning 
callers and hunters explain how 
they make mouth, pot, and box 
calls come alive with the sounds of 
the spring turkey woods. 

BY DAVEHURTEAU 


66. CHASING THE CHROME 

Mikey Dvorak burns through 
trucks and sleeps on boats, racing 
up and down the West Coast in 
search of a biting steelie. We spent 
a week on the run with him. 

BYBILLHEAVEY 
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Is this your idea of fishing with friends? 
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Money Talks 

THERE ARE LOTS OF WAYS THAT YOUR WALLET HELPS FISH ANO WILOLIFE 



Anthony Licata, Editor-in- Chief 
anthony. licata@fieldandstream. com 
(a) anthory licata 


Open Range 

Three hunters enjoy 
Montana’s Block 
Management access 
program, funded by 
sportsmen. 


’M WRITING THIS from the 2015 Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor 
Trade (SHOT) Show, the industry’s annual trade show. There are 
64,000 of us here in Las Vegas who have come to buy, sell, and gawk 
at the insane amount of innovative products on display. It’s hard not 
to leave this show feeling good about the future of these sports. 

Let’s face it: Money talks. And when it comes to hunting, fishing, 
and shooting, money talks the loudest to the general public — the kind of people who 
may not hunt, fish, or shoot but who can have a significant impact on what we do. 

I think these sports have a value that goes way beyond dollars and cents, but here 
are some fun facts for the next time some nonhunter is unmoved by your talk of “sport- 
ing heritage.” Hunters and fishermen spend $76 billion a year directly on their pas- 
sions, so much money that if we were a corporation, we’d be in the top 20 in the U.S. 
When you add in the trickle-down economic impact to gas stations, motels, restau- 
rants, etc., the number is closer to $192 billion. Through an excise tax on guns and 
ammunition (a law known as Pittman-Robertson) and boats, boating fuel, and tackle 
(the Dingell-Johnson Act), sportsmen raised $882 million in 2013 alone, money that 
goes directly to fund wildlife and fisheries conservation. 

Unfortunately, in these days of strained budgets and competing economic interests, 
these vast sums aren’t quite enough. That’s where conservation and sporting-rights 
groups come in, organizations like the NRA, Ducks Unlimited, Trout Unlimited, the 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, and the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, just 
to name a few. Joining these groups adds crucial additional dollars to the fight and — 
maybe more important — creates the political clout that comes from like-minded folks 
working together. Simply put, the best 
way to make sure your voice is heard in 
D.C. and your state capital is to join up 
and get involved. 

So when the great gear that I’m 
seeing at this year’s SHOT Show starts 
appearing on the shelves of your local 
sporting-goods store, go ahead and buy 
that rifle or treestand — hey, you’re con- 
tributing to the economy and protect- 
ing wildlife, right? But don’t forget: For 
the price of a box of premium ammo, 
you can join an organization that will 
be on watch 24/7 for you, protecting 
fish, wildlife, and your rights as a 
sportsman. To me, that’s a bargain. 


COflTBIBUTOR/ 



Chocolate-milk river 
conditions kept photog- 
rapher Ian Allen from 
fishing with guide Mikey 
Dvorak (p. 68), but he 
spends many weekends 
shore-castingtosockeye 
salmon in Puget Sound. 
He firsttook up flyfishing 
in New York before mov- 
ing his business west, 
where he contributes to 
Time, Outside, Wired, 
and more. 



After fouryears of man- 
agingthe Best of the Best 
Awards (p. 56), F8(S dep- 
uty editor and SHOT 
Business editor Slaton 
L. White can recall the 
good, the bad, and the 
flammable: "Keith Mc- 
Cafferty once put a wool 
jacket i nto a cam pf i re to 
see if it wou Id catch f i re,” 
says White, who has 
served many roles in his 
33 years at F8(S. "That’s 
dedication to duty.” 
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BOUGH HUNT 

n Kevin Kezar paddled this 
canoe under some low-hanging 
branches on the Republican 
River in northeast Kansas, 
where he and his brother, pho- 
tographer Mitch Kezar, were 
bowhunting early-spring East- 
erns. “We like to spot-and-stalk 
or chase after turkeys,” says 
Mitch. “IVe killed i8 birds that 
way. It's challenging. I've gone 
to Texas, called in 39 birds, and 
never pulled a string on one of 
them. Without a blind, that's 
too many eyes. 

“I went into the Air Force 
when Kevin was only 4, so we 
did n't get to hunt together 
much growing up in Minne- 
sota,” Mitch adds. Now, they 
pursue deer, antelope, pigs, or 
turkeys together at least once a 
year. “A lot has changed. We 
used to shoot any deer that 
moved duringour brief gun 
season, but all my nephews 
bowhunt, and their season is 
like 90 days long. It's pretty cool 
to hear them talk about passing 
on a buck; they really care 
about the resource.” 

— KRISTYN BRADY 
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CHEERS & JEERS 

CHILLING TRACKS IN THE SNOW, OFFHAND GOSPEL, D.I.Y. BUTCHERING, AND BUILDING NO-SWEAT EQUITY 




EVERY INCH 
COUNTS 
F&S is perfect. A 
reader can’t afford 
to overlook a 
single inch of 
type — some of the 
best reads are the 
little snippets that 
seem to fill vacant 
space. Nessmuk 
would be proud of 
the current 
publication. 

R. Wayne 
Moorhead, 
Leawood, Kan. 


MYSTERY ON THE MOUNTAIN 

I thoroughly enjoyed Rick Bass’s 
“Lions of Winter” (Dec. 2014- 
Jan. 2015). As I read, I could feel 
the cold stillness of the winter 
woods just before sundown and 
that heightened sense of aware- 
ness, spiked with fear, that comes 
from knowing a potential man- 
killer is close by. 

Sam Whiteleather, Winslow, Ind. 

It’s not the kill that makes hunt- 
ing so special; it’s the close en- 
counters with the mysteries of 
nature. True sportsmen feel even 
closer to the humans who prac- 
ticed wild arts for thousands of 
years when we discover we’re not 


the only ones hunting game in 
the woods. 

wildnw, viafieldandstream.com 

STANOING OVATION 

Cheers to David E. Petzal’s 
advice for offhand shooting (“Be 
a Man, Shoot Offhand,” Rifles). 
No one can stand as still as a 
stone statue, and his technique 
will work for handgun shooters, 
too. I’d add that a good trigger is 
essential for releasing the firing 
pin just as the sight alignment 
crosses the desired impact point. 
Mike Kuzara, Sheridan, Wyo. 

Offhand shooting is hard, but it’s a 
necessity. I would not have tagged 
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my first deer with a gun if Td been 
looking for something to lean on. 

TheArcher87, 
via fieldandstream. com 

PRIME GUTS 

At 62 years old, I haven’t brought 
any of the 75 deer I’ve harvested 
to a processor, so I was im- 
pressed by T. Edward Nickens’s 
article, “Cut Above the Rest” 
(The Total Outdoorsman). I use 
only a fillet knife for skinning 
and separation of loins, strap, 
shoulders, brisket, and roasts, 
before cutting the bones with a 
saw. I like the length and spring 
of the knife blade. 

Rich Sankovich, 
Winchester, Va. 

Skinning and processing a deer is 
a family event in my household. 
My 12- and 7-year-old sons help 


as much as their abilities allow, 
and my wife labels and packages 
the finished product. Although it 
can be a chore, I believe it adds to 
the hunting experience and gives a 
proper tribute to the animal that 
died to feed my family. 

Jeffery Shoults, Potosi, Mo. 

GROUND CONTROL 

In “Ground Rules,” David Draper 
encourages the reader to cook a 
burger for three minutes, flip only 
once, and grill another three min- 
utes to a moist, medium-rare 
finish (“Build a Better Burger”). 
This is a recipe for disaster. It is 
O.K. to grill a steak for three min- 
utes to a side, because the exterior 
of the meat, where contamination 
might be, is heat treated. But 
when meat is ground, any con- 
tamination will be spread through- 
out the burger. For this reason. 


ground meat should always be 
cooked to 160 degrees, or until the 
juices run clear, so that pathogens 
are heat treated. It can still be 
moist when prepared safely. 

Lloyd Williams, Arvada, Colo. 

DAVID DRAPER RESPONDS: Would 
1 grill store-bought hamburger to 
medium-rare? No. The primary 
benefit of home butchering and 
grinding is control of the process 
from start to finish. Til continue to 
eat my venison burgers medium- 
rare, knowing 1 havent introduced 
any contaminants into it. 

WETNESS OAR 

I made a batch of the “Stealth 
Stick” (Projects, Sportsman’s 
Notebook), and it works exactly 
as M.D. Johnson stated it would. 
I got just a bit of wax odor from 
mine. I’d recommend reapplying 



every four hours, or for those 
who sweat a lot, maybe even 
more often. The initial cost of 
the bulk ingredients was pro- 
hibitive, but you can make a lot 
of deodorant for what you get. 
Bob Kwasnick, New Bern, N.C. 

GOLD PLAY 

Thanks for the reminder of a 
hunting opportunity that is 
often overlooked in “Squall 
Game” (Tactics, Sportsman’s 
Notebook). Squirrel hunting, at 
any time of year, poses chal- 
lenges that can sharpen your 
hunting and stalking abilities, 
and it’s a blast in the snow. 

ozarkghost, 
via fieldandstream. com 
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CHANGE FOR 
SHOW 

Flocks of snow 
geese are 
migrating north 
right now in 
numbers that are 
indescribable. 
But to bring 
them into range, 
you’ll need a 
solid hunting 
plan, loud calls, 
and a ton of dekes 
By David Draper 
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Geese Galore * 
Snow goose hunters 
in South Dakota fire 
at a decoying flock. 
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O THOUSAND snow geese, 
maybe more, hang above me 
stacked on top of one another 
from 8o yards on up to, seemingly, 
the stratosphere. They’re still too far 
to shoot, but I tighten my grip on the 
shotgun and widen my eyes to take in 
the spectacle. My ears, too, get a sen- 
sory overload. A flock of snows makes 
a lot of noise, and their excited calling 
easily drowns out the electronic caller’s 
four speakers staked out in our spread. 
Every bird seems to have its own dis- 
tinct call, and the chorus of squeaks, 
cackles, clucks, and whines grows in 
volume and intensity — as if every goose 
is pleading with the one next to it: Lefs 
get down there and eat — NOW! 

If you listen to some hunters, the 
snow goose season — or spring light 
goose conservation order, as it’s 
known — is all about the body count. 
As much fun as it can be to dump an 
extended magazine’s worth of rounds 
into a giant flock and watch dozens of 
snows drop out, the real thrill for true 
waterfowlers is getting those birds into 
range in the first place. It takes no small 
effort and a decent amount of luck, but 
when it happens, there is no experience 
in hunting that competes with hun- 
dreds upon hundreds of birds fluttering 
into the decoy spread at your feet, every 
one of them chattering at full volume. 

MARCH MADNESS 

Anxious hunters often commence their 
season in February, but it’s easy to burn 
yourself out chasing the early migra- 
tion’s many false starts. Adult birds, 
some that have been making this 
northern flight for 20 years or more, are 
the first to arrive and, because of their 
experience, are the hardest to decoy 



• Head to Head 
Two snows add 
to the overall 
harvest. 


I rose out of my 
layout blind 
and was 
momentarily 
stunned by the 
literal wall of 
snow geese in 
front of me. 


and the most frustrating. No waterfowl 
teases hunters like a bright white adult 
snow goose. In March, however, the 
mottled gray juveniles bring up the 
rear. Not exactly wise to hunters, these 
younger birds decoy more readily, al- 
though fooling a gigantic flock of birds 
is never easy. 

A successful snow goose hunt starts 
the evening before with a few hours be- 
hind the wheel. I like to drive snow- 
covered country roads and watch for 
birds coming and going from fields of 
disked corn stubble, green winter 
wheat, or last fall’s millet crop that 
didn’t get picked up before winter hit. 
Snow geese are voracious eaters, and 
competitive. They’ll leapfrog over one 
another to get to the feed first. And 
they’ll hit the same field day after day 
until it’s stripped clean. Once you find a 
feeding flock, that’s your cue to secure 
permission — then get a bit of sleep. 

SOUND STRATEGY 

The day of a snow goose hunt begins 
early; a 2 A.M. wake-up call isn’t un- 
usual. It takes a lot of time to set a 
spread of 40 or 50 dozen decoys. Some 


GEAR TIP 



1 


PUT A SOCK IN IT 

Movement is crucial to an effective snow goose spread, but you don’t need a 12- 
volt merry-go-round to kill birds. Good wind-sock decoys flicker in the slightest 
breeze, giving the appearance of afewdozen (or hundred) waddlinggeese. My 
favorites are made by Sillo Socks (sillosocks.com). A dozen Snow Feeder de- 
coys will set you back just $60, and they weigh a couple of pounds total. They’re 
an economical and lightweight way to add motion and quantity to your spread, 
withoutthe need foratrailerfull of bulkyfull-bodied decoys. — D.D. 



hunters use just rags, wind socks, or 
silhouettes, but the deadliest spreads 
are a mix of all three, plus several dozen 
full-bodies scattered throughout. The 
effect is a big white blob in the middle 
of the field, attracting any flock flying 
within miles. 

Although the wind usually blows in 
March, you can’t count on it. Once a 
flock gets close, it takes motion and call- 
ing to bring them those few extra yards 
into range. Motion decoys come in all 
sizes and designs. My favorite, if only 
for the carnival effect it gives to what 
could already be viewed as an absurd 
endeavor, is one I hunted over last 
spring with Tony Vandemore at Habitat 
Flats. It can best be described as a car- 
ousel — except instead of painted horses, 
each of the five arms was adorned with 
flying snow goose decoys, 24 in all 
when fully kitted out. Plugged into a 
deep-cycle 12-volt battery (as ubiqui- 
tous in snow goose hunting as on bass 
boats), the motor whirred and the carou- 
sel creaked as it circled, mimicking the 
swirling tornado of a snow goose flock 
ready to land. 

This hunting also requires you to be 
a sound engineer, running a spider’s 
web of speaker wire to speakers set at 
each corner of the spread. Another 
deep-cycle battery provides power to 
the electronic caller, and every snow 
goose hunter has his own favorite 
playlist, one he typically guards with 
secrecy. 

On my hunt with Vandemore last 
spring, his calls played to the snow 
geese’s rising frenzy. For the previous 
two days we’d watched the flocks grow 
in size above us, only to drift away with- 
out coming into range. But when a sin- 
gle bird, a mottled gray juvenile, locked 
its wings and dropped into our spread 
that was all it took for the rest of the flock 
to commit. Soon hundreds of birds were 
racing to be the first on the ground. 
Over the din I could barely hear Vande- 
more from just a few feet away. 

“Get ’em boys!” 

I rose out of my layout blind and 
was momentarily stunned by the literal 
wall of snow geese in front of me. My 
first few shots were wild. I was flock 
shooting, and despite the flock’s den- 
sity, nothing dropped. My shotgun 
was fitted with an extended tube, and I 
had five more shots. I quickly checked 
my nerves, started to pick out single 
birds, and dropped them as the flock 
retreated like a wave receding off a 
beach. In seconds, the birds were out 
of range, but I couldn’t help myself 
and fired my final shot. ® 
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PICKWICK 


Shots at big bass and killer 
BBQ— your dream Southern 
road trip awaits By David Draper 


J.P. COLEMAN 
state PAPK 

MISS- 


LAKE 


r LOPENCE 



N MARCH, as bass in the lakes of the 
Tennessee River begin to spawn, anglers 
in Alabama gear up to fish, eat, sleep, and 
repeat for the next month. When it comes to part 
two of that equation, the region’s famed barbecue 
joints provide sustenance to get you through a lunker 
marathon. Here are the top spots to cast and eat. 

1 TAKE YOUR PICK(WICK)Putyourself up, andyour 
boatin,atMississipprsJ.P. Coleman State Park, which 
sitsatthe lower half of the South’s premiersmallmouth 
fishery: Pickwick Lake. Low water atthistimeofyear will 
concentrate smallmouths,aswell as the lake’s trophy 
largemouths and spotted bass. Throw a suspended crank- 
bait alongflats or points near deeper water, or work a 
Texas-rigged trick worm around the river’s many islands. If 
you’re not findingthe bass onyour own, hire a pro. Roger 
Stegall (fishpickwick.com) is one of the lake’s best guides. 

2 SLAW DOWN Parking may be tight i n downtown 
Florence, butyour effort will payoffwith one of north 
Alabama’s best-kept barbecue secrets— the hot slaw at 
Bunyan’s BBQ. This spicy, vinegary mess is the requisite 
dressingforthe pit’s outstanding pulled pork sandwiches 
or, as locals will attest, the hot dogs. 

3 DAM GOOD FISHING Near Bunyan’s is the McFar- 
land Park boat launch below Wilson Dam. Carefully 
navigate your boat into the tail race and free-line a thread- 
fin shad through the seams created by the dam’s dis- 
charge units. Fishingthese roiling waters can be challeng- 
ing — butyou might boat the biggest smallie of your life. 

4 THE WHITE STUFF No trip through Alabama bar- 
becue country is complete without a stop at Big Bob 
Gibson Bar-B-Q (bigbobgibson.com) forataste of the 
90-year-old joint’s original white sauce. Don’t forget to 
finish with aslice of coconut pie. 

B eat with the locals There’s a lot of great bar- 
becue in and around Huntsville, but locals will tellyou 
it’s worth the short drive northeast to New Market BBQ 
(newmarketbbq.com). If you want a taste of Texas barbe- 
cue in Alabama, Chuck Wagon BBQ across town in Madi- 
son has the best brisket east of Texarkana. 

B THE SPAWN DAWN A warmingtrend this month 
may get area bass movingintoshallowwater. The 
northern edges of Lake Guntersville’s many bays will 
catch the sun and send the water here above 50 degrees. 
Cast shallow-diving crankbaits like a Cotton Cordell Super 
Spot or spinnerbaits in white or green into the shallows, 
targetinganycoveryou find. On cooler days, pull off a bit 
to search for dropoffs where bass should be staging. © 
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BASS PRD SHOPS^ 100WPH &0RE-TEX RAIN GEAR IS THE TOUGHEST RAINWEAR ON THE PLANET. 

You’re staring straight into the teeth of a monster storm. Beyond, waters teeming with giant gamefish await. 
Problems like these call for powerful protection, and the 1 0OMPH GORE-TEX Rain Gear is the answer. It’s like 
armor for anglers, and it gives you the confidence to conquer any foe. 


Visit a store near you, go to basspro.com, or caii 1 -800-BASS PRO 
for more detaiis on our 1 0OMPH GORE-TEX® Rain Gear. 


.f. facebook.com/bassproshops H twitter.com/bass_pro_shops 
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O N A MARKET full of gas- 
operated autoloaders costing 
$1,200 and more. Remington’s 
new V3 delivers a soft-shooting bang for 
$899. The V3 is a 3-inch-chambered gas 
semiauto with a definite family resem- 
blance to the 3 'A-inch Versa Max, but it’s a 
brand-new gun that actually shares no 
common parts with its bigger cousin. 

In fact, whereas the Versa Max — the 
soft-shooting, low-maintenance, high- 
reliability gun Remington needed to catch 
up with the competition — was developed 
at the factory in Ilion, N.Y., the V3 is the 
brainchild of engineers at Remington’s re- 
search facility in Elizabethtown, Ky. 
“Rather than shrink a Versa Max, we 
started from the ground up to make the 
best 3-inch gun on the market,” says shot- 
gun product manager Mike Vrooman. 

To appeal to a wide market, the V3 is de- 
signed to weigh less and cost less than the 
Versa Max. You can expect to see it in the 
uplands and duck blinds, on the target 
field, and in three- gun competitions. 

The V3 does share the Versa Port system 


Remington pioneered for the Versa Max. 
The gun’s eight gas ports (the Versa Max 
has seven) are in the chambers. The longer 
the shell, the more ports it covers, essen- 
tially metering the amount of gas that 
reaches the pistons and allowing it to shoot 
a range of 2A- and 3-inch ammunition. 

The action spring of the V3 lies inside 
the receiver, not in the stock. It is easy to 
inspect and clean, and won’t get wet and 
rusty when you dunk your stock wading 
with the gun slung over your shoulder. 

It has the light contour barrel of the 
Model 11-87 (which I am betting the V3 
will replace), and that barrel, coupled with 
an alloy receiver, keeps the weight to 7/4 
pounds. It’s surprisingly well balanced and 
lively to handle and shoot. 

A unique magazine cutoff button sits at 
the front of the trigger guard. Pushing it 
forward elevates the carrier enough to 
block the magazine tube, enabling you to 
remove the shell in the chamber without 
cycling another. The crisp trigger breaks at 
5 pounds 10 ounces. 

The gas system of the V3 is, like that of 


the Versa Max, very simple. A gas block 
beneath the chamber holds the two short 
pistons. You can’t get at the ports to clean 
them, but apparently so much hot gas 
blasts through them that they stay clear of 
carbon buildup, similar to the gas tube on 
an AR-15. You do need a punch or Allen 
wrench, or even a nail in a pinch, to take 
the pistons out for cleaning. 

I shot clays and hunted pheasants and 
waterfowl with a V3 last fall. On the range I 
noticed a slight bit more recoil than I feel 
with the Versa Max (which is, in my opin- 
ion, the softest-shooting gas gun of all). 
That may be attributable to the V3’s lower 
weight. In the uplands I found it to be a 
light-carrying, sure-pointing pheasant gun, 
and I shot it well in the duck marsh, too. 
The only problem I had was one failure to 
cycle with Ys-ounce reloads — although 
Remington doesn’t claim it will cycle any- 
thing lighter than i ounce. And I don’t care 
for the ugly plastic trigger guard. 

The gun will come in black for $899; 
camo for $999. Unlike the Versa Max, 
which has a gas block so wide it can’t be 
made with a wooden fore-end, there will be 
a walnut-stocked version for $999. A target 
version is on the way, which may allow 
Remington to go head-to-head with Be- 
retta for the target semiauto market (the 
gun would have to be tweaked to handle 
Ys- and A-ounce reloads). 

I doubt Remington will ever make shot- 
guns as attractive as the iioos and 870s of 
the 1970S again, and the V3 doesn’t do 
much to change my belief. Erom what I can 
tell so far, though, the V3 is loaded with 
inner beauty. 


RINGNECK LOADS FOR GOBBLER GUNS 

Winchester has followed up its introduction of the tight-patterning 
Long Beard XR with Rooster XR, a pheasant load using the same 
resin-based technology and available in zYi-inch loads in 5 and 6 shot. 

I thought it might be perfect for older 2Y4-inch-chambered, fixed 
Full-choke turkey guns. In my Full-choke 870, Rooster XRgave me 
turkey-killing patterns at 40 yards— and a reason to take my old gun 
huntingthis spring. — P.B. 


SHOTGUNS 


THE ANYTHING AUTO 


Remington’s new V3 is at home in the uplands, in the duck marsh, 
and at the clays range ByPhilBourjaily 


* Details The V3 
has a magazine 
cutoff button on 
the trigger guard, 
pressure com- 
pensating pis- 
tons, and a Modi- 
fied Rem Choke. 
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pehningtohI^ 


You’re hosting his team’s ceiebration. And you want your iawn 
to iook its best. Pennington® 1 Step Compiete repairs bare spots 
fast, so by the time the ceiebration begins, your iawn wiii iook as 
green as the infieid. Pennington^ Honest Green. 




Pennington with design, Penkoted, The Grass Seed People, Smart Seed with design, and 1 Step Complete are trademarks of PenningtoaSeed, Inc. 
^2014 Pennington Seed, Inc. \ 
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The surprisingly fine line between killing a 
bird and blowing the shot ByPhilBourjaily 


he longest yards in turkey 
hunting are the very few 
between ‘^‘^in range” and 
^‘out of range.” Even with the 
newest loads, there is a line be- 
fore which your pattern consis- 
tently kills a turkey, and after 
which you can’t ethically shoot. 
Where you draw your line de- 
pends on both the distance at 
which your pattern is consistently 
deadly, and the distance at which 
you can place it accurately. The 
closer of the two is your maxi- 
mum range. Here’s why: 

PATTERNS DECAY QUICKLY 

Don’t assume because your gun 
shoots a deadly pattern at one dis- 
tance that it will shoot a pattern 
almost as good 5 yards farther 
downrange. A load that was deadly 
in my gun at 40 yards made patchy, 
ugly patterns at 45. Shoot patterns 


at 5-yard increments to learn 
where your load fails. 

PATTERNS VARY 

One load I tried put 105 pellets 
in a lo-inch circle at 50 yards, 
then 76, then just 68. To establish 
maximum range, shoot at least 
three targets at each distance to 
truly see how a load performs. 
Judge effectiveness by the worst 
pattern a load shoots at a given 
distance — not the best pattern or 
the average of all three. 

A PATTERN IS ONLY AS 
GOOD AS THE SHOOTER 

Take some shots on the ground in 
a hunting position and see if you 
can consistently place your pellets 
on an aiming mark. Figure out 
what works for you now, before 
you’ve got a gobbler standing in 
front of you. © 


Photograph by JARREN VINK 
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David E. 
Petzal 

answers 

your 

questions 
about guns, 
shooting, 
hunting, 
and life 


You are clearly an educated man. What 
university did you attend? Your major? 
Most rewarding class? 

-DENNIS FEELY, VALPARAISO, NEB. 


A I I am a graduate of Colgate Uni- 
■ versity, where I was an English 
major. The most rewarding thing I 
did there was take as many courses as 
I possibly could (mostly Shakespeare) 
from a professor named Jonathan Kis- 
tler, who was a wizard, a magician, 
and a life changer. He could make 
you hear the music in words. On the 
50th anniversary of my graduation, I 
visited his grave and thanked him. 


Q . May I poke you on Facebook? 

■ -JOEL JAMESON, CARMEL, IND. 

A I You may not poke me anywhere, 
■ unless you would like a nice 
punch in the spleen by way of 
thanks. I am not on Facebook. I de- 
test Facebook. I agree with Betty 
White who, when asked about Face- 
book, said, “I can’t imagine a bigger 
waste of time.” 


Q , What was your worst hunt- 
■ ing experience? 

—NOAH SHULZ, MUSKEGO, WIS. 

A I I’ve been on poorly run hunts 
■ where everyone suffered a lot with 
nothing to show for it, but those didn’t 
really bother me. The worst hunting 
experiences, and there have been sev- 
eral, involved animals that were shot 
badly and suffered for days before they 
could be tracked down and killed. 
None of them were mine, thank God. 

Q , Do you like cowboy action 
■ shooting? 

-HANK JACKSON, DALLAS, TEXAS 

A I Lacking the fast-twitch muscles 
■ needed for a lightning draw. I’ve 
never competed in it, but I think the 
sport is a fine idea and one that gives 
you an excuse to buy lots of expensive 



stuff and dress up. Cowboy action 
shooting, however, bears absolutely 
no resemblance to what went on in 
the Old West. For a description of 
that, get a copy of The Shootist, by 
Glendon Swarthout. Mr. Swarthout 
did not know s - - 1 about guns, but he 
sure got the rest of it right. 


Q , The Northeast deer hunters I 
■ grew up with split into two 
camps: those whose rifles shot .35 
Remington, and .30/30 owners 
who wished they had .35s. Which 
camp would you be in? 

-MICHAEL A. GREEN, BEAUEORT, S.C. 

A I I’ve always thought the .35 Rem- 
■ ington is the better cartridge; it 
shoots heavier bullets and packs more 
steam generally than the .30/30. And 
I’ve always thought that the Marlin le- 
ver guns that chambered the .35 were 
far better than the Model 94. Less 
machinery, better triggers, easier to 
scope, and a lot more accurate. 


Q , Hello, Mighty Petzal. I got a 
■ Savage Model 11 in 7mm/ 08 
for my 15th birthday. What do you 
think of my rifle? 

-NATHANIEL HOPKINS, SUMTER, S.C. 

A I “Mighty Petzal.” Has a nice ring 
■ to it. I think that a lot of Savage 
rifles are pretty crude, that the pricier 
ones are really hot stuff, and that all 
are very good values. Savage target, 
varmint, and tactical rifles are about as 
good as anything you can get for those 
purposes. As for the ymm/oS, it is one 
of the best big-game loads you can lay 
hands on. I owned one for years and 
never had to shoot twice at anything. 
The daughter of a friend of mine took 
one to Africa and nailed 12 animals 
with 12 shots. © 


GOT A QUESTION FOR OUR RIFLES EDITOR? 


Send it to askpetzal(g)fieldandstream.com. We cannot guarantee polite answers to all questions. 
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These flies will make you 
ache and bleed. They’ll 
also fool big trout BvJoeCermele 

have never met 


a trout guide 

U who wouldn’t readily admit that 
streamers put the most trophy trout in 
the net. I discovered this truth a few years ago, 
right around the time several new-school fly- 
tiers started pushing the envelope with trout 
streamers, patterns that made a Muddler Min- 
now look as puny as a Griffith’s Gnat. Longer 
bodies, greater wiggle, extra bulk, more flash — 
there is nothing subtle about these flies. 

At first I felt foolish casting 6 inches of meat on 
a trout stream, but the first time a big brown 
slammed the streamer, I was sold. Soon my go-to 
rod was a /-weight instead of a 5, and after a few 
seasons I’d landed a lot more 20 -inch browns. 
L With each new photo I posted on Eacebook, I 
' got more questions about how to fish the big 
stuff. So, if you really want to join the streamer 
cult, here’s what you need to be prepared for. 

MAKE YOUR MOVE 

The difference between a streamer junkie and a 
dry-fly guy is one waits for trout to eat, and the 
other makes them eat. Your Royal Coachman 
might drift over a big brown a dozen times with- 
out the fish so much as twitching a fin. But put a 
hunk of rabbit fur right in the trout’s face, and the 
fish has only two choices: strike or scram. To get 
a streamer in front of maximum snouts, you have 
to be willing to cover loads of water. That’s easy 
on a drift boat, but taxing on foot. A trout is likely 
to blast the fly on the first pass, so there’s no sense 
in standing in a run for an hour. Get yourself 
some Dr. Scholl’s Massaging Gel Insoles. I have 
them in all my wading boots. 


Wide Loads 

Materials such as 
rabbit strips and 



1 r Jrt 

‘>1/ 




Laser Dub create 


MAKE IT SNAPPY 


more wiggle and 
a wider profile. 


Despite how dainty a brown looks as it sips a 
caddis, never forget that it’s a predator — an op- 


Photograph by JARREN VINK 
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POPULAR 

SCIENCE 


Why should you 
up for our newsletter? 


Our perspectiye on science is unique. 
Like you. 

Sign up for the Popular Science editorial newsletter 
and each week you'll get the latest and greatest in 
tech reviews, science news, video, photography and 
special offers. 


GET THE 

LATEST 

CONTENT 

FROM OUR 

DIGITAL 

EDITIONS 
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AppSIzn 


THE FUTURE NOW 

PopSci. corn’s news-reader app delivers 
all the content from PopSci, com in an 
easy-to-read format on the go. 




Get up to the minute 
news on the cutting edge 
in scientific research, 
gadgets and green tech. 
Save the stories to read 
even when you’re not 
connected, and filter them 
by your favorite topic. 


STAY CONNECTED TO THE POPULAR SCIENCE COMMUNITY 


(VJ Sign up today: 

POPSCI.COM/NEWSLETTER 
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For the first time ever, subscribe for full access to the Outdoor Life archives. That's more than 1,300 
issues of bucks, bears, bass, birds, Bengal tigers, beagles, and much more. 

See the evolution of the American sportsman, from hunts with Teddy Roosevelt to the hair-raising 
close calls of the very first "This Happened to Me" to the latest in guns, gear, and tactics. 

Since 1898, Outdoor Life has been America's source for hunting and fishing adventure. Now you can 

get information on current hunting, shooting, and fishing techniques, top destinations, and field- 
tested gear, along with great stories of survival and outdoor adventure from yesterday and today. 

Use the powerful search tools to find favorite stories by Jack O'Connor, Patrick F. McManus, Fred 
Bear, j.A. McGuire, Jim Carmichel, Lefty Kreh, Jim Zumbo, Lee Wulff, jerry Gibbs, joe Brooks, and 
other legendary writers, plus historic covers and vintage ads. 

This is the first time that decades' worth of Outdoor Life material has been available in one place, 

all accessible from the comfort of your easy chair. Or the stool in your duck blind. 


C2C.QUTD00RLIFE.C{]M/FI^EE>TRIAL 

UPDATED WIfH EACH NEW ISSUE 


portunistic feeder — and it’s mean. 
That’s why I never want to give a trout 
time to think about hitting; I just want it 
to hit. I use a short sink tip, even with 
weighted flies in shallow water, because 
I don’t want to give the bug any more 
time than is necessary for it to drift into a 
hole. The first three strips often draw the 
strike or coax a chase, so I want to cast 
right to my target and know my fly gets 
in the zone fast. Train yourself to keep 
the streamer moving constantly and ag- 
gressively, especially if a fish flashes and 
misses. I keep the fly working in short, 
fast pops. Lazy retrieves equal blown 
chances. If your arms don’t ache by day’s 
end, you’re not doing it right. 

MAKE THE GUT 

If you are doing it right, don’t be sur- 
prised if you cut a nice little groove be- 
tween the knuckles of your stripping 
fingers. And if you use textured lines — 
or your fly line is dirty and gritty — you’ll 
open the cut even faster. I can’t count 
how many people have called me a wimp 
for taping my fingers during a streamer 
trip, only to ask if they could borrow my 
tape an hour later. If you don’t want to 
deal with tape. Buff makes some snazzy 
reusable stripping guards. They’ve 
found a permanent home in my streamer 
gear bag, which will be the first thing I 
break out this spring, while everyone 
else looks for a needle in a haystack drift- 
ing nymphs in swollen waters. © 



TIP OF THE MONTH 

THE STINGING TRUTH 

I usedtothinkthattwohooksina 
streamer were better than one. Truth 
is, I can count on one hand how many 
browns IVe landed on those trailing 
hooks. In the long run, all they do is 
cause more snags and tangles, or get 
planted in other parts of a trout’s 
body during the fight. If a heavy 
brown decides it wants to eat, it’s 
going to attack headfirst 99 percent 
^ of the time. These days, I still joint my 
< streamers for the extra wiggle, but I 
^ leave the stingers off. My hookup 
“ rates haven’t dropped one bit. — J.C. 


O OucriHF Cuwr la Cmw Is poMml by BdmU 
O'HMifcaMnliirCarp. AU Ripwc 'WfVHl. 
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FIREARM SAFETY AND 
RESPONSIBILITY ARE 
ALWAYS IN SEASON 


OWN IT? 

— Y— 
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Like you, Project ChildSafe® believes responsible 
firearm owners should secure their firearms 
when they’re not in use to help keep them out of 
the hands of unauthorized individuals. 

We have distributed more than 36 million safety 
kits with gun locks over the past decade and are 
committed to educating even more gun owners 
about safe and proper storage. 


Visit ProjectChildSafe.org to learn more about 
secure storage options, take the firearms safety 
pledge, and download tools to help you educate 
others about firearm safety and security. 


Brought to you by the firearms industry 



With support from 
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CONSERVATION 


HEROES OF 
CONSERVATION 

Volunteers step up to 
protect critical fish 
and game ecosystems 
By Kristyn Brady 



GUARDING A GULF FISHERY 

JIM BARKULOO PANAMA CITY, FLA. 

As the coordinator of the St. Andrew Bay Watch 
Program since 1991, Barkuloo has been training 
and organizingthe efforts of 40 volunteers, who 
monitorwater quality at 84 sampling stations 
throughout the watershed each month, in an 
effort to protect its essential habitat for redfish, 
spotted seatrout,and other gamefish. He 
helped securea$i milliongrantfromthe 
Northwest Florida Water Management District 
to be shared between the water sampling 
program and a shoreline restoration project 
that will stabilize eroding areas with 1,000 acres 
of seagrass. He was also part of a team that 
successfully lobbied to redirect treated 
wastewater from a discharge point on West Bay 
to a new, naturally filtering3,ooo-acre wetland 
park. Before retiring, Barkuloo spent ssyears as 
afisheries biologist, most recently with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. “Jim is extremely 
knowledgeable, and our organization is highly 
regarded because of his involvement,” says 
Patrice Couch, a part-time staffer for the Bay 
Watch program. “He’s 85 years old, and we all 
just try to keep up with him.” 


GALLING ALL HEROES 

E-mail your — or a friend’s — volunteer 
conservation story to kristyn.brady@ 
fieldandstream.com. 


DEFENDING WESTERN WILDERNESS 

HERB MEYR MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO 

Despite being a retired fighter pilot, Meyr helped rally the commu- 
nity against the U.S. Air Force’s plansto build bombing ranges on the 
Bruneau River and in critical habitat for bighorn sheep, pronghorns, 
and sage grouse nearthe Owyhee Plateau. He is afounding member 
ofthe Henry’s Fork Watershed Council,the Owyhee County Sage 
Grouse Working Group, and the Owyhee Initiative, where he 
advocates for sharing water resources with fish, improving sage 
grouse habitat, and securing permanent protection for wilderness 
areas and rivers. “My biggest strength is bringing people together,” 
he says. “Ifyou see something wrong, you need to putyour hand up.” 



HEALING A STEELHEAD RIVER 

JASON ATKINSRN CENTRAL POINT, ORE. 

In a “pure labor of love” for the 263-mile Klamath River, Atkinson, a 
steelhead angler and former state senator, has spent five years 
making a documentary to raise awareness of a restoration plan to 
remove four dams — which do not supply irrigation waters — while 
promising certain rights to utility companies, farmers, ranchers, and 
tribal communities. Atkinson raised more than $400,000 to make 
the go-minute fWm, A River Between Us, and proceeds will go to the 
Klamath Basin Rangeland Trust. “I believe we can heal generations of 
hard feelings and restore a forgotten place,” he says. “I wantto build 
amovementthroughthisfilm.” 
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THE TOTAL OUTDOORSMAN 


PORTAGE AUTHORITY 

Lugging loads of gear and your canoe 
through the wilderness isn’t fun or easy, 
but it can be rewarding— especially if it 
leads you to trophy fish By T. Edward Nickens 


□ HERE WAS WOLF SCAT on the trail. Knotty ropes of black poop bristled 
with some kind of mammal fur, but I couldn’t bend over for a closer look. I had 
a 6o-pound canoe portage pack on my back and a 30-pound barrel pack 
lashed to my chest. A half mile behind me, the water had run out in a dead-end chan- 
nel, so there was no choice but to schlep boat and gear up and over a ridge, toward an- 
other blue line on the map. The trail was little more than an animal track that rose from 
the back of a riverside channel through mossy spruce, hemmed in by bluffs of Cana- 
dian Shield granite. When I got lucky, my boots got mired in shin-deep mud. On the 
unlucky steps, I slipped on hidden veins of granite, raking my calves against the rock. 
Blackflies feasted on the blood. 

I wasn’t the only one suffering. Up ahead on the trail, my buddy Scott Wood grunted 
through the thick timber with an 80 -pound canoe on his shoulders. I caught up with him 
only because he had stopped to take a break. He’d rammed the bow of the canoe into the 
stout branches of a spruce, and bent over beneath the boat, hands on his knees. “That was 
a climb,” he said, paring any unnecessary words. “Didn’t want to lift the boat again.” 

I left him in the woods. There was nothing I could do to help. Wood and I were on 
an eight-day fishing trip through a glacier-scoured landscape, the river morphing from 
gentle pike stream to wind-frothed walleye lake to plunging whitewater river and back 
again. All told, we would paddle, portage, line, or drag the boat through and around 31 
mostly nameless rapids, but this was the first serious portage — an escape route around 
Brennan Falls. 

We endured boot-sucking muck, roots slick as eel snot, face-slapping tree boughs. The 
next time we passed on the trail, we greeted one another with little more than a grunt. We 
got all the gear in two trips. Not bad considering how many fly rods we’d brought along. 


MANUAL LABOR 

On its face, portaging is simple: To get 
around an obstacle — a beaver dam, 
rapids, a go-foot waterfall — you hoist 
boat and gear on your shoulders, and 
hump through the woods until you’re 
downstream of the blockage. Depending 
on what you’re portaging around this can 
take 10 minutes, a day and a half, or a 
week. It took Lewis and Clark a month to 
portage 18 miles around the Great Falls of 
the Missouri. The fur-trapping voyageurs 
were famous for jogging portage trails 
with go-pound packs. More than a few 
died from strangulated hernias. 

I’ve had some hellish portages across 
Alaska, Ontario, Quebec, and Labrador, 
but what those brutal days on distant trails 
taught me has opened up big chunks of 
easier-to-access backcountry in the little 
creeks close to home. The fact is, a few 
downed trees and beaver dams will turn 
back nine out of 10 paddlers, but if you 
don’t mind hauling gear over or around 
these logjams, you can find long, quiet 
floats where no one has paddled or fished 
in years. It’s all about efficiency, and the 
approach applies to big north-woods por- 
tages and smaller carries alike. Pack as 
little as you can, in neat bundles, and 
minimize all the loose crap that rolls 
around in the boat and requires a half 
hour to secure at the portage trail. Have a 
plan in place: Somebody grabs a load of 
gear; somebody else hoists the canoe. And 
don’t wring your hands over how hard 
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portaging will be, because there’s nothing to 
do but get it done. 

Some of the best creek fishing and float 
hunting of my life required multiple canoe 
carries and liver-straining dosages of ibupro- 
fen. My buddy Sam Toler and I once landed 
175 redbreast sunfish, 15 largemouth bass, a 
dozen bluegills, three jacks, and a pair of 
suckers in an afternoon of creek fishing. We 


had to bulldoze our way over and through a 
dozen blowdowns, and portage the boat 
around a half dozen more. We only broke one 
rod and never saw the footprint of another 
human. 

NORTHERN HIGHLIGHT 

In Ontario, the portage trail Wood and I 
were taking practically free-fell through the 


woods on the back side of the ridge. I skid- 
ded down on my butt, holding the packs 
like I would a baby, and Wood roped the 
boat to the bottom. A thigh-deep quagmire 
of spike rush greeted us at water’s edge, and 
we pushed the canoe for 50 yards until the 
goop contained enough liquid to float it. By 
then, we were slimed in mud to the waist 
and bleeding the rest of the way up from the 
brambles and blowdowns. The bay trem- 
bled with the percussion of the unrunnable 
falls, underscoring the fact that we made the 
right decision to bail on the river route. As 
we turned the boat back into the main flow 
of current. Wood cast a red-and-white 
deer-hair popper nearly the size of a tanger- 
ine. He stripped the fly twice, and we both 
saw it coming — a push of water and a slash 
of teeth. We had to beach the boat again so 
he could land the fish, a northern pike 
pushing 40 inches, a fish that might never 
have seen a fly before. It was a welcome 
payback for the portage’s bloody shins and 
sore shoulders. 

A thousand miles to the south, in my home 
waters, redeye bass and redbreast sunfish will 
soon be on the move. Chain pickerel are al- 
ready spawning. Just last week I refinished 
the paddles I’ve hauled to northern waters 
half a dozen times. I’m asking around, poring 
over the maps of creeks, pointing to thin blue 
lines. People will say, “You can’t paddle that. 
Too much stuff blocking the creek.” 

I’ll put it on my list. ® 



TIP OF THE MONTH 

STROKE OF GENIUS 

Matching strokes will make the canoe 
move more quickly and with less energy, 
saving muscle power for hours of cast- 
ing. It’s easy. Since the stern paddler can 
watch the bow paddler but not vice 
versa, it’s up to the stern paddler to 
match the bow paddler’s stroke rhythm. 
And it’s up to the bow paddler not to 
paddle like a drunken sailor. 

Whenever either paddler tires and 
wants to switch sides, he simply an- 
nounces, “Switch!” then gives it one 
more stroke, and both paddlers switch 
sides without missing a beat. — T.E.N. 
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Daily Doubles 

Pick the perfect two -fly 
trout rig for morning, 
noon, and night 


By Will Ryan 
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Tow for One 
Pull a wet fly behind a 
streamer to fool big 
brown trout prowling 
in the evening. 


Leadwing Coachman 




T wo -fly rigs allow anglers 
to present double the 
meal options to discern- 
ing trout. The best fly 
pairings, however, are 
no given. Trout streams 
and trout feeding behavior are 
dynamic. What works in the 
morning can just as easily strike 
out in the afternoon. Check 
your watch, and try these three 
killer combinations when the 
time is right. 


1 MORNING 

Tie a No. 6 weighted stonefly nymph to a 
3X leader. Next, add 2 feet of 4X tippet to 
the bend in the nymph hook, and finish with a 
trailing No. 12 caddis pupa. Drift this combina- 
tion below a strike indicator behind rocks and 
in eddies where natural nymphs are stirring. 

A large and small offering gives trout options 
prior to any hatch activity starting. Choose 
a stonefly in black or brown, as dark colors 
show better contrast in low light. 


2 MIDDAY 

As the sun gets higher, trout switch to 
surface feeding and eat both live bugs 
and dead mayflies that have fallen back to the 
water after mating. An easy way to present 
both options is to fish a No. 10 Irresistible with 
a No. 18 Adams a foot in tow. Clip the hackle 
off the bottom of the Adams so it sits flat in 
the film like a dead mayfly spinner. The bulky 
Irresistible not only draws strikes, but it helps 
you keep track of the location of the tiny 
Adams during the drift. 


3 EVENING 

Low light brings big trout out of hiding. 
They may be interested in eating bugs, or 
they may attack the smaller trout still sipping 
on the surface. To fool these toads, strip a 
No. 6 yellow Marabou Muddler with a No. 12 
Leadwing Coachman bringing up the rear by 
14 inches (above). The streamer will move 
plenty of water to get a meat eater’s atten- 
tion, and the large wet fly will imitate drowned 
aquatic insects that require less work to eat 
than snapping live bugs off the top. ® 


Illustration by PETE SUCHESKI 
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Muskies at the Wire 

Figure eight or L-turn? 
Make that decision one 
cast at a time BytoeCermele 


TECHNIQUES 
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Introducing the new Mitchell SOOPro. Its innovative bail halo design increases 
strength and prevents line from getting underneath the spool. Combined with 
a carbon hybrid drag, a machined aluminum spool and handle, this reel will 
deliver the legendary durability and performance of the Mitchell 300 family. 


M uskie anglers love to 
debate the effective- 
ness of a figure eight 
versus an L-turn at the 
end of the retrieve. They 
bicker over how often you 
need to execute one or the 
other: every time, or only 
when you see a fish following? 
Both methods quickly change 
a lure’s direction, which is of- 
ten the trigger that causes a 
following muskie to strike. 

The truth is that they both 
have a time and a place. Keep 
these rules in mind, and you’ll 
have a better shot at hooking 
the next muskie that’s hot on 
your lure’s tail. 


TURN FOR THE RETTER 

An L-turn is a quick sweep of the rod to the right 
or left when the lure is about 15 inches from 
the tip. This motion is far less physically tax- 
ing to perform than a figure eight, which is why 
many guides suggest making an L-turn at the 
end of every retrieve. It never hurts because a 
fish swimming below the lure may not be vis- 
ible until the last second. IVe also seen muskies 
shoot out from under the boat to eat a lure 
thafs just about to be pulled from the water. 

On clear days, even though you may not feel like 
you need one because of the good visibility, an 
L-turn can score these surprise muskies. 

FACTS ON FIGURES 

When should you make a full figure eight at the 
end of the retrieve? Consider fish behavior and 
visibility. In low light, or if the water’s stained, 
you may not be aware of whether you’re being 
followed; therefore, keeping the lure in the wa- 
ter for a few extra seconds is never a bad idea. If 
the water clarity is poor, a figure eight also gives 
a trailing muskie more time to find the lure. In 
clear conditions, most guides make a figure eight 
only when they see a fish following, or if an L-turn ^ 
wasn’t enough to get a muskie to commit. Some- i 
times it can take several figure eights, or a change | ” 
in speed during the motion, to draw the strike, § 
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New electronic lure may catch too many fish; 
one state bans it. 


Before repcrtiiis 
\hi^, 1 asted a veter- 
an fisherman in my 
orTice for his 
ion. Monifay 
morning be 
charged mio my 
office yelling “I 
cdiigbl six monster 
fish in m hour with 
this thing! Where 
did you gel it?" 

Then I phoned 
an ichthyologist 



Kew Bite Light® lure uses a blinking red li^t to create 
appearance: of a live, bleeding prey. Triggers strikes. 


A buss every seven minutes, 
hy Mike autIcT 

NF-WARK> DF^ A new filing technol- 
ogy that set a record for catching bass in 
Mcsdco is now showing ils stuff in (he 
VS- It has out-fished shrjmp bait in 
Washington State and beat tap-selling 
VS. lures three to one in Florida, The 
new ifichnoLogy h so effeedve one state, 
Wyoming, has banned, its use. 

The br^thnxigh is a tirtyx battery- 
powered electrical system that fta^dnes a 
blood'Kid Jight down a lure's tail when its 
moved in water. Fish think il's an injured 
prey 3iyd strike. -Some fishing authorities, 
like [hose in Wyoming, ihink that gives 
fishertnen too much or an advantage. 

They may be right. Three fLshermcn 
using a flashing lure in Mexico caught 
650 large-rnouth bass in just 25 hours, 
Ihat'^s a bass every seven minutes for each 
person, and a record for the lake they were 
T^ said ibc bass struck wiih 
such ferocity they hardly lost a strike. 

In Florida two prufcssidnals fished for 
four hours from the same boat. One used 
a flashing-red lure; the other used some 
top-scllLDg Ur S. lures. The oew, "bleed- 
ing” lure caught three times as many fish. 


(fish expert) r 

"Predators - lions, sharks,"' he said. 
^*wil1 always go for the most vulnerable 
prey. Fish are predators, so if a fish secs 
a smailer fL%h bleeding, it knows it"s 
weakened and will strike. 

"If a lure could appear 10 be a hve, 
bleeding fish, a few fishermen could 
probably empty a lake with it." 

I told hint three alTnosl did. 

Fishes top, middle and deep 

There is a U.S. company that 
offers a kit of three blinking lures 
[one each for sihallow, middle and 
deep water) called the Bite Light® 
Each Jure is a different color. They 
work in fnesh or salt water, contain 


rattle attractams inside and Iasi 300 
hours in the wsuter. 

This year, we^re mtroducing a new .series 
of the Bite Light, the Bite MM15,for 
even better adieu. One kit of ihsxc Bite 
Lights costs S32.95, two cost S29,95 each 
and three cost only S25fX> each. 

To order, go to www.Fi^tingTechToday 
,com Of caJ] 1400-I73-4415 anytime or 
day and ask for the Bite Light® lure 
(Item #lcbl)r Or send your name, address 
and a ch^k to Scientific Edge LLC 
(Dept. BL-&4), 40 E. Main Street, Suite 
1416, Newark, DE 19711. 

The company gives your money back, 
if you donT catch more fish and return 
your purchase within 30-days. 

&L-15H O ScUmtlfc Eflgi LLC 201 5 Dipl. BI--M 
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SPORTSMAN’S 




Wall-Hanger 
The author with a 
12-pound early- 
spri ng trophy. 




SPLIT SHOT 

As you scout 
spots, run your sonar in 
split-screen mode, keeping 
one side zoomed in close to 
the bottom. Walleyes can hug 
the lake floor so tightly right 
after ice-out that they may 
not register in full- 
S,. screen mode. 


n 


ICE OFF, 

’EYES ON 

The secret to 
scoring mon- 
ster walleyes 
right after the 
thaw is fishing 
like nothing’s 
melted 
By Ross Robertson 


Lucky enough to have open 
water this month? Trade your 
shanty for a boat, of course, but 
fish like the lake is still locked 
up. Twenty years of walleye 
experience has taught me that just be- 
cause the ice is off doesn’t mean the fish 
instantly change their feeding and holding 
patterns. So park yourself in a good spot, 
slow down, and pretend it’s still February. 
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Must-have tackle for 
an ice-out attack 





[f] HUMMINBIRD ICE 45 With a 
large LCD display, this unit makes 
seeing the entire water column 
easier — which is a plus in open 
water. The depth and scale adjust 
automatically, so you’ll always 
know if your lure is in the zone. 
$400; humminbirdcom 


[3] NAVY ANCHOR I’ve found 
that a 30-pound Navy anchor 
works best for holding a big 
walleye boat on muddy bottoms. 

A rope that’s at least three times 
the fishing depth ensures a better 
hold if the wind kicks up or the 
current is strong. $55; basspro.com 


OPENING ACT 


Drop heavy metal and play it straight 


ANCHORS AWAY A heavy 


anchor with 5 feet of coated 
chain is your best friend at this 
time of year, because the game 
is all about staying put in the 
wind and current and letting 
walleyes come to you. Like a 
deer hunter trying to ambush 
a buck, set up near natural 
funnels. Deep troughs between 
islands and the mainland, or 
steep contour changes near 
shore, create bottlenecks that 


fish and bait move through. 
Walleyes like to spawn on rocky 
bottoms that are 3 to 15 feet 
deep and transition steeply 
to deep, muddy bottoms. The 
closer the funnel is to these 
spawning grounds, the better. 

DROP IN Jigging Raps, Swed- 
ish Pimples, and jig-and-minnow 
combos produce just as well 
now as they did on the ice, and 
vertical jigging allows you to 


control the speed and action 
of the lure more effectively 
than casting and retrieving. 

Start by holding the rod nearly 
motionless, letting the bobbing 
boat impart action. This is often 
all it takes to trigger fussy fish 
to bite. If that doesn’t work, 
incrementally increase your 
jigging speed until you draw a 
strike. Keep your line as vertical 
and taut as possible so you can 
feel the lightest bump. 


[2] SUNLINE SXi Small-diameter 
braided line helps you keep your 
presentation vertical in all condi- 
tions. Ten- or 12-pound-test is 
strong enough to handle heavy 
fish but sensitive enough to let 
you feel any tap or hit on the 
drop. $21; sunlineamerica.com 


GET FLASHY Most anglers 
don’t think to use their ice-fishing 
electronics in open water, but 
these are incredibly useful tools 
right after ice-out. Unlike a fish- 
finder, a flasher lets you watch 
your lure, and the fish’s reaction 
to it, in real time. That means you 
can adjust your presentation and 
jigging speed until you find out 
exactly what most fish want. 


Illustration by MIKE SUDAL 
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1 1 TUBE TOP-OFF 

For every shotgun make and model 
there are several options, but I went 
with a plus-six-round Briley shotgun 
magazine extension ($95; briley.com) 
for my Franchi Affinity because ifs 
made well and reasonably priced. The 
6061 aluminum is rigid and sturdy 
but doesn't weigh a ton. You may not 
always connect on that 10th shot, but 
you'll feel like a Terminator when you're 
swinging nearly half a box of shells. 

2 I LONG GAME 

Snow geese are wary, so plan on 
long shots. For $85, Custom Gun 
Works Inc. will fit your barrel with a 
Drakekiller choke (drakekiller.com) 
custom-made to match your gun's 
exact bore diameter and designed for 
denser, far-out patterns with water- 
fowl loads like No. 2s and BBs that 
will help you drop geese at 50 yards 
or more. To keep those patterns on 
target, I topped off my barrel with an 
extra-bright HiViz CompSight ($42; 
hivizsights.com). 

3 I WHITE OUT 

To take the glare off a blued or pol- 
ished gun, try Gun Skins from Mossy 
Oak. These precut vinyl camo kits with 
matte finishes don't cost much. For 
snow geese, I recommend the Winter 
Brush pattern ($30; mossyoakgraphics. 
com). To apply it, you'll need an X-Acto 
knife for trimming, a heat gun or hair 
dryer for forming the material in re- 
cessed areas, and a free afternoon. 

4 I GET THE HANG 

Don't mount a sling stud at the end of 
a magazine extension unless you want 
your 12-gauge to carry like a longbow. 
Instead, get a Choate Magazine Tube 
Extension Sling Swivel Base Clamp 
($10; midwayusa.com), which connects 
barrel to tube above the fore-end, pro- 
viding a reasonable attachment point 
and more rigidity to the extended mag. 
Finish with a quality sling, like the Avery 
Power Hunter ($20; averyoutdoors. 
com), and you're ready to tote your 
tricked-out snow slayer. 


SNOW MACHINE 

TRICK OUT YOUR 12- GAUGE 


TO DROP MORE WHITE 


GEESE > By Michael R. Shea 


B When there are 300 snow 
geese settling into your 
spread and 2,000 more circling 
above, it’s great that extended 
magazines are legal during the 
spring conservation order. But 
only if your gun has one. Here’s 
how to choose it and make 
several other easy tweaks to 
transform your standard 12- 
gauge into the ultimate snow 
goose gun— for less than $300. 
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A LIFETIME SERVICE POLICY THAT LETS YOU SET YOUR SIGHTS ON JUST ONE THING - 
MdiRE ADRENALINE. 


It’s Here: 

Smarter Home Security 


24/7 Protection. 
Exceptional Savings. 
No Annual Contracts. 


For 100 years alarm salesmen have successfully 
tricked millions of homeowners out of thousands 
of dollars. How do they do it? By locking you into 
long-term contracts charging you $30, $40, 
sometimes even $50 each month. 



Protect your home and your wallet with a SimpliSafe home security system. Our alarm monitoring costs just 
$1 4.99/month, and we’ll never lock you into a contract, so you’re free to cancel with us anytime. Each year that 
you protect your family with SimpliSafe, you’ll save up to $420... that’s why the nation’s leading financial expert, 
Dave Ramsey, recommends us to all his listeners. Try SimpliSafe today! You have nothing to lose— we are so 
sure you’ll be happy that we offer you a three year product warranty, a 60-Day No-Questions-Asked Full Refund 
Guarantee and FREE SHIPPING! Get more security, more freedom, and more savings. That’s SimpliSafe. 



Get your 1 0% off Coupon 


www.SimpliSafe.com/field 


Coupon only available 
when you visit this page 


Offer expires 5/31/1 5 




CLIFF GARDINER & JOHN KELLER (INDICATOR) 
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3/ Swing Low 

Take a few steps downstream. 
Cast across the run with a dark- 
colored Intruder and let it swing 
through the tailout, stripping the 
fly upstream as the swing ends. 
This fly has a weighted head that 
helps it get down fast. Keep a 
death grip on your rod because a 
drop-backthat hits on the swing 
can yank it from your hand. 


2 / Meat in the Middle 

At mid run, switch to a Zonker. 
Cast long and slightly upstream, 
and then strip the streamer 
back so it swims across the run, 
showing its full profile to any 
fish. If you moveasteelhead 
and it misses, remember its 
exact location. Come back later 
and drift the same lane with a 
nymph-and-indicator rig. 


i/Get a Head Start 

Begin at the head of a run and 
fish the seams between the fast 
center and slower edges, where 
steelhead can intercept food 
without fightingthe teeth of the 
current. Drift a stonefly nymph 
or conehead Woolly Bugger un- 
der an indicator. Clip the hackle 
off the Bugger to make it look 
morelikeabaitfish. 


TACTICS 


DROP-BACK 

AHAGK 

CATCH BIG, HUNGRY 
STEELHEAD 
WITHOUT FIGHTING 
THE CROWDS 

> By Will Ryan 


B Winter steelhead- 
ing in Great Lakes 
tributaries involves icy 
flows, sluggish feed- 
ing, small flies, and big 
crowds. Spring fishing 
means big bugs and 
voracious hits. Success 
with fish dropping back 
into the lake now is all 
about effectively cover- 
ing a run— which you 
should have all to your- 
self this time of year. 


Heavy Metal Kit 

In the fly department, big- 
ger is better come spring. 

My favorite streamer is an 
olive-and-white Zonker with 
a silver body tied on a 4X long 
hook. This fly has a meaty 
baitfish profile that steelies 
rarely ignore. If you have to 
gotothe bullpen, try a black 
leech or a conehead Woolly 
Bugger in olive, brown, 
or black. With nymphs, 
if s tough to beat black or 
brown stoneflies in sizes 6 
through 2. A 6- to 8-weight 
rod and reel with a smooth 
drag loaded with floating line 
will cover most situations. 
Add split shot to sink flies in 
runs with shallow to medium 
depth; loop on asinktip in 
the deep stuff. 







STRIKE 
FOR LESS 

Make any fly 
line an indicator 
line for $5 


Don’t want to spend $75 on an indicator fly line for 
nymphing? You can make your own for about $5. 
Buy a spool of 30-pound Sunset Amnesia shooting 
line (sunsetlineandtwine.com) in red. Attach a 6- to 
12-inch piece of the Amnesia to the end of your fly 


line via a nail knot. Next, tie a perfection loop in the 
tag end of the Amnesia for easy leader connection. 
The line is superbright and has zero memory, so it 
won’t kink or coil. When the Amnesia stutters dur- 
ing a drift, set the hook. — Joe Cerme/e 


Illustration by CHRIS PHILPOT 
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THE SIMPLE ACT OF FISHING, PRESERVES FISHING. 

Every time you purchase a Fishing license or register your boat, a portion of the proceeds go toward preserving 
our nation’s coastlines, lakes, rivers and streams. Protecting our memories on the water for generations to come. 

Learn moreatTakeMeFishing.org/Conservation t^|i TAKEFlEFlSHfNG.org 
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SKILLS 


TO-GO 

TORCH 

SPLIT THE WORK OF 
BUILDING A FIRE FOR 
CAMP COOKING 

> By T. Edward Nickens 

D Some folks call it 
a Swedish candle; 
some, a Swedish torch; 
and others, a Canadian 
stove. I call it the cool- 
est fire trick ever. A log 
split into wedges, with 
tinder jammed into the 
cracks, throws tall flames 
for plenty of light, and 
the flat top makes a great 
cooking platform for a 
skillet or Dutch oven. 
Since the finished torch is 
pretty portable, do most 
of the work at home and 
toss it into your truck 
or boat. Whether you’re 
Swedish, Canadian, or 
neither, you’ll be seconds 
from a serious blaze when 
you blow into camp at 
zero - dark- thirty. 




THE PREP 

Select a single round of seasoned 
firewood that stands upright and level. 
Split it into even quarters using an ax or 
hatchet, and then use baling wire to tie 
the split firewood back together about 
6 inches up from the bottom end. Or 
use a chain saw and cut through the 
upright log, as if to quarter it, but stop 
about 6 inches from the bottom (see 
photo above). Widen the slits to ap- 
proximately twice the width of the saw 
blade. Once you reach your destination, 
set it up in an open, flat area. 


THE PYROTECHNICS 

Collect finger-thick sticks and tinder 
material, such as birch bark, dry leaves 
and grass, or wadded-up newsprint. 
With the torch standing up, jam half of 
the sticks into the splits, about a foot 
from the top of the log. Push half of the 
dry tinder down on top of that. Then 
pile the remaining tinder and sticks on 
the very top. Light the fire here and get 
cooking. After the initial burn, you can 
pull apart the wedges to douse the fire, 
or reposition them into a traditional 
tepee- or log-cabin-style fire. 



The 2015 Field & Stream-Outdoor Life 
Deer & Turkey Expos are coming to the 
heart of deer & turkey country! 


Gear up for hunting season at 

THESE UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 13-15 


April 10-12 


• Hundreds of exhibit booths 
with products for saie 

• Outdoor L/fe Trophy Big Game 
Contests 

• How-To Hunting Seminars 

> 
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FOR DETAILS & DISCOUNTED 
ADVANCE TICKETS GO TO 



Illustration by ROBERT L. PRINCE 
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TRIANGULATE 

ATOM 

GET GEOMETRIC 
TO ARROW A 
SPRING GOBBLER 
WITHOUT A BLIND 

BBy Michael R. Shea 

With a hen 
. decoy, a mouth 
call, and his bow, 
upstate New York out- 
fitter Chris Davanzo 
(fandf outfitters, com) 
has stuck a pile of 
longbeards without a 
ground blind. To draw 
and shoot undetected, 
he sets up in a triangle 
formation. Here’s how 
he does it. 



Ping a Roost 

Before the hunt, Davanzo locates a 




1 H 

[ 


ii i| 1 
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EXPERIENCE A 


■ FORA FREE CATALOG 

V Visn K AVALQH.COIVl TO UAIf 
r DP CALL l-BBB-ese - 


tom on the roost with an owl call. He 
selects a spot to set up that is 8o to i oo 
yards from the bird and has the perfect 
mix of cover. “Find a good tree to sit 
against that also has a deadfall, root ball. 


NEW KIND 


PROMO 





or wide tree trunk just in front of it to 
shield you as you draw the bow.” 



OF SHARP 


Sharper, longar laeting replaceable 
blades mated to lightweight handles by 
the superior Navalan Change' 
fitment make fcif a quicker more 
precise experience... guaranteed. 


Stake Out 

Before first light, Davanzo stakes a hen 
decoy i o yards to the right or left of his 
hide and 20 yards behind, in relation to 
the roost. A birdVeye view of the setup 
looks like a scalene triangle, with the 
roost, the hunter, and the decoy as the 
triangle's three points. 

Call Him Back 

When the tom flies down, Davanzo 
starts with soft clucks and purrs to get 
its attention. “Call enough to keep him 
interested, but not so much that he'll 
pinpoint your position,” he says. When 
the tom sees the decoy, quit calling un- 
less he starts to walk off. 

Duck and Draw 

A hot gobbler will head straight to the 
decoy — and right past you. Once the 
bird is behind the tree concealingyou, 
draw your bow. “If he spins away from 
you while strutting, that's another good 
time to draw,” says Davanzo. 


Illustration by L-DOPA 
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THE EARLY-BASS SKINNY 


HIT MORE ICE-OUT HAWGS WITH 
FLAT “SIDED CRANKS By Dave Wolak 


When the- water opens up in March, bass fishermen canh break out the 
jerkbaits. fast enough. Between TV hosts and magazine writers, the idea of “ 
jerkbaits being the prespawn go-to has been so beaten into anglers’ heads, I know 
guys that refuse to tie on anything els'e-*Not me. Come March, I’ni throwing flat- 
sided. crankbaits^ because these sleeper lures can trigger more reaction strikes 
from spring lunkers than any jerkbait— if you know where and how to use them. 



■ Crash Reel 
Knocking flat-sided 
* crankbaits off hard 
cover wakes up 
early-spring bass. 



TIGHT VIBES 

Connpared with thin jerkbaits, flat-sided 
crankbaits have a taller profile, which pro- 
duces more flash for fish to spot in spring 
waters that are often stained or muddy. To 
increase that flash even more, stick to colors 
like chartreuse, silver, gold, or crawfish orange. 
Next to traditional round-body cranks, these 
lures have a much tighter wobble — extra 
vibration that goads more strikes now. And 
while their shape resembles a lipless rattle bait, 
square-billed flat-sides won't get hung up nearly 
as often in the hard cover where both shine. 


BANG ON 

Early-spring bass gravitate to deep 
water surrounded by the shallows they'll 
need for spawning. Creek channels or 
ditches runningthrough flats are prime, 
especially if they feature submerged wood or 
rocks. To draw strikes, you need to bang the 
hard stuff. When my flat-side knocks off the 
structure, I instantly pause. Bass key on the 
lure's vibration and are triggered by the abrupt 
stop. Unlike lipless rattle baits, a flat-side will 
hang in position during that pause, which is of- 
ten when a sluggish monster will make its move. 



THIN IS IN 


One reason flat-sided cranks fly 
under the radar is because early 
production models, commonly 
made of light balsa wood, were 


difficult to cast any distance, 
and fishing them effectively 
meant using light spinning gear. 

But flat-sides have come a 
long way in the last five years. 


New models like the Jackall 
Bling 55 (above, $i 6 ; jackall- 
lures.com) have internal 
weight-transfer systems for 
easier casting and internal 


rattles for sound. A wide range 
of bill sizes and buoyancies 
now lets you tailor your lure to 
whichever type of rod and reel 
you like to fish. 


Photograph by JARREN VINK 
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WINTER, AND NOW YOIFRE^ 
GREETED WITH MISERABLE ^ 
EARLY-SPRING EISHING 
CONDITIONS. DON’T EREAK 
OUT. THESE EXPERT GAME 
PLANS WILL HELP YOU RIP 
MONSTERS FROM THE CHILLY, 
SWOLLEN MURKt^ 




PREVIOUS SPREAD: BARRY & CATHY BECK; OPPOSITE, FROM TOP: BARRY & CATHY BECK; BILL LINDNER; 
CLIFF GARDINER & JOHN KELLER (ALL FLIES AND LURES) 



You’re over drilling ice holes. You’ve tied enough flies to last a season. 
Your tackle has never been more organized. Each drop of melting snow 
dripping from the gutter gets you more amped for your triumphant 
return to open-water fishing on the river or lake. Problem is, depending 
on where you live, that open water is likely to be high, cold, or dirty— 
or all three. Runoff, thawing ice, and early- spring rains can make 
any water extremely difficult to fish, but they can also offer big 
advantages. In fact, these pros would wager that if you can just tough 
it out, that bone-chilling chocolate milk could produce your biggest 
pike, bass, trout, walleyes, and crappies of the season. Here are their 
strategies to find and catch March monsters. 





PRO 

Gary Edwards 

vacationsonthefly. 


com 


HOME WATER 

Fishing Creek, 
Pennsyivania 

BIO 

Edwards has been a 
guide for 35 years, 
working in Wyoming, 
Coiorado, New York, 
and Pennsyiyania. 

ESSENTIAL 

FLY 

Maciag’s 
Yarn Worm 


Find Them 

“When atrout river is high and dirty, fishing slow 
breaks, seanns, and eddies behind structure or near 
the bank is obvious,” Edwards says, “but what if run- 
off is so bad there’s no bank left? That has never 
scared nne. I’ve fished a lot of flooded woods and 
cornfields. Water running over land is shallow, so 
it warnns faster. When a river spills onto land, it has 
to run backintothe nnain body again sonnewhere. 
Find that spot. Trout will stack at the nnouth of a 
floodwater confluence, because that flowwill bring 
wornnsand baitfish righttothenn,andthatspotwill 
be a little less frigid than the rest of the river.” 

Catch Them 

“When the goinggets tough, I use a4-inch wornn 
fly invented by nny friend George Maciag,” Edwards 
says. “It’s nnade of strands of needlepoint yarn, and 
it has a heavy epoxy head. The hook is positioned at 
thewornn’s tail. Unlike a San Juan wornn, this fly gets 
down fast and has action nnore likeabigstreanner. 

I high-stick it, keeping it bouncingacrossthe bot- 
tonn through anyslowcurrentorslack-waterzones 
where Ithinkatroutnnight be taking refuge. There 
will be no doubt in your nnind when it gets hit. Big 
trout hannnner it.” 







n 



J>R0 

John Blais 

belgradebassin.com 

HOME WATER 

Belgrade Lakes, 
Maine 

BIO 

Blais bas beencbas- 
ing smallmoutbson 
tbe Belgrade Lakes 
cbain for 30 years 
and guiding full-time 
for tbe last 12. 


ESSENTIAL ■ 

LORE ■ 

Silver Buddy I 

Blade Bait I 


Find Them 

“On our lakes, we’re not dealing with high or dirty 
water right after ice-out as nnuch as cold water. It will 
be in the 38- to 42-degree range. I think anglers have 
a nnisconception that cold water is tough, but we 
routinely have 40- to 100-fish days this tinne of year, 
and the fish are at their heaviest. The nnost challeng- 
ing part is findingthenn, but once you do, they’ll eat. 

I focus on steep dropoffs that transition to shallow 
areas where the bass will spawn as the water warnns. 
These areas are typically located atthe ends or along 
the sides of points that jut into the lake.” 


Catch Them 

“A Silver Buddy blade bait is hands down the best 
lure forthis period,” Blaissays.“l don’t really care 
what color it is, because it’s the vibration it nnakes 
that draws the strike. Once I find the fish stacked up. 
I’ll sit right on top of thenn and workthe lure slowly 
overthe bottonn. Just reel enough to pickupthe 
slack, and give the lure occasional twitches to nnake 
it hop off the bottonn and vibrate. One thing to note 
is that you need a fast rod to get the right action. A 
soft, winnpy rod won’t give the lure the sanne snap.” 
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Find Them 

“The most importantthing when the water is up 
and dirty is finding cleaner water” Gluszek says. 

“It doesn’t have to be crystal clear, but even a little 
more clarity than the main body goes a long way. If 
the banks flood, the waterthatcoversthe normal 
bank usually has better visibility. It’s also where the 
baitf ish are goi ng to go, and the bass wil I fol low. Get 
as far into the flooded areas as you can and fish the 
new bank, which is wherever the water stops. Focus 
on hard structure, like wood or rock in these areas, 
as they’ll provide the best holding points for bass.” 

Catch Them 

“When the water is dirty, bottom contact is very 
important,” Gluszeksays. “I tie on a heavy Buck- 
eye Mop Jig as bigas my hand in a dark color, which 
seems to stand out better in muddy water. I’ll coat 
thejigwithSmellyJelly,add rattles, use a 5-inch 
crawfish trailer — whatever I can do to make it as 
noticeable as possible. As I bringthe jig backto the 
boat, I want it clackingand knockingoff of any wood 
or rocks out there. The more noise it makes, the 
moreyou’llgetbit.” 


PRO 

Pete Gluszek 

petegluszel<.coni 

HOME WATER 

Upper Chesapeake 


' [! I'Jr! I II 


BIO 

Gluszek has been a 
touring bass pro for 
20 years and a guide 
for the last 10. 


ESSENTIAL 

LURE 

Buckeye 
Lures Mop Jig 
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PRO 

Joe Okada 

joeokada.coni 

HOME WATER 

Green Bay, Wisconsin 

BIO 

Okada is a touring 
walleye pro who spe- 
cializes in catching 
trophies in everything 
from huge lakes to 
small rivers. 


ESSENTIAL 

LURE 

Rapala 

Countdown 

Minnow 


Find Them 

“Walleyes run up rivers in fall,” Okada says. “This is 
where theywinter over, and in early springtheir lo- 
cation offers anglers without boats the best shot 
at prespawn giants. Most rivers have known spots, 
like slack holes below dams that get pounded, but 
if you’re willingto hunt, you can find less pressured 
fish. Also, the higherthe water, the more the wall- 
eyes will gravitate to shallow runs, and this time 
ofyear they can sit really skinny. Focus on areas of 
slowercurrent near confluences of smaller creeks, 
or eddies behind small wingdams.” 

Catch Them 

“What’s different about fishing rivers early in the 
season is that you can get away with one small box 
of lures and a pair of waders instead of five troll- 
ing rods and 10 tackle bags,” Okada says. “But if 
there’s one thingyou need in that box, it’s a No. 7 
Rapala Countdown Minnow in chartreuse. You 
want a color that stands out. These lures also have 
a heavier lipthan similar baits, which helpsthem dig 
more quickly in current. I’ve always found a slow, 
steady retrieve most productive.” 



FROM TOP: LANCE KRUEGER; TOM M A RT I N E A U/T H E RAW SPIRIT 









When the water's 
really high, I pass 
on split shotto 
get my streamers 
and spinners 
deep and carry 
an assortment of 
bullet weights. 
Whenyou need 
to punch through 
heavy current — or 
stay in the sweet 
spot— peg a bullet 
weight just ahead 
ofyour Rooster 
Tail orZonker. 
These hydro- 
dynamic weights 
nosedive faster 
than shot and 
won't hurt lure or 
fly action.— J.C. 


a.LUMt: oidi Luimci 

An early-spring Texas 
hog from Lake Fork. 




I don't really like 
putting attractants 
on my lures. About 
the only time I use 
them is early in 
spring when the 
conditions are 
nasty, because 
anythingyou can 
do to make a lure 
standout is helpful. 
I avoid sprays, 
liquids, and dips, 
and instead use 
FishSticks Lure 
Enhancer ($11; 
fishstickslure 
enhancer.com), 
which comes in a 
tube like Chapstick. 
It rolls on, doesn't 
melt, and won't 
everfunkupyour 
tackle bag, car seat, 
or boat deck.— J.C. 
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5 . Wood Working 
An Arkansas slab 
caught over sub- 



Early in the season 
when the water is 
stained, a simple 
spinner blade can 
really save the day. 
Try replacingthe 
rear hook of your 
jerkbait or crank- 
bait with a spinner 
blade on a barrel 
swivel. You can 
alsoslideaspinner 
blade and clevis 
(the kind used 
to make walleye 
worm rigs) ahead 
of your streamer 
flies. Yeah, it's 
dirty, but so is the 
water, and the 
extra flash and vi- 
bration can mean 
the difference 
between playing 
fish and playing in 
the mud.— J.C. 



6 . The Big Skinny 
A heavy pike from the 
shallows of Minne- 
sota’s Gull Lake. 
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PRO 

Kyle 

Schoenherr 

allseasonscrappie 

fishing.cQm 

HOME WATER 

Rend Lake, Illinois 

BIO 

A Crappie Masters 
pro, Schoenherr has 
been fishing Rend 
since he was a kid. 


ESSENTIAL 

LURE 

Road Runner- 
Glow Tube 
Combination 








Hoid position 
with the 
troiiing motor 


Giow-in-the- 
dark tubes up 


PLAY THE LONG GAME 

Schoenherr uses 12-foot 
spinning rodsto extend his 
reach while keeping jigs 
presented vertically. 


Find Them 

“lnearlyspring,findingfish is less about water tem- 
perature and more about clarity. The muddier the 
water, the shallower the fish hold. This time of year, 
I’m tryingto intercept big prespawn fish as they 
transition tothespawninggrounds. I typically find 
them over wood, flooded timber, or riprap 5 to 10 
feet deep at the mouths of bays. Thing is, a spot 
that’s hot today might be dead tomorrow because 
the fish are moving, so be prepared to hunt.” 

Catch Them 

“Good electronics are key,” Schoenherr says, “be- 
causeyou need a clear picture of exactly where the 
fish are holdingon the structure. Once I have that. 
I’ll usethetrollingmotortohold mein position di- 
rectly over them for vertical jigging. When the wa- 
ter is dirty, I lean on a Road Runner jighead tipped 
with a 2-inch glow-in-the-darktube. I’ve done a lot 
of testing with glow baits, andyou’d be surprised 
what a huge difference they can make in drawing 
strikes compared to non-glowingtubes when the 
visibility is low. Because you can quickly change 
depth, I use jigs more often than live bait in March.” 


PRO 

Patrick 

Babcock 

creeriverlQdge.ca 

HOME WATER 

Wapata Lake, 
Saskatchewan 

BIO 

Babcock owns Cree 
River Lodge and has 
been guiding for pike 
since he was 14. 


ESSENTIAL 

LURE 

Len 

Tbompson 

Spoon 


Find Them 

“As soon as the ice comes off, the pike will gravi- 
tate to shallow, sandy, or muddy bays,” Babcock 
says. “These flats are usually a few degrees warmer 
than the main lake, and the pike need that warmth 
to speed uptheir metabolism. We’re lucky, because 
while the water is high inthe beginningofthe sea- 
son, it’s very clear, which actually makes earlyspring 
the best time to sight-fish. Once all the water in the 
lake warms up, these fish will move to the weedbeds 
and become more difficuitto pinpoint.” 

Catch Them 

“How pike react to lures at this time of year can vary 
from dayto day depending on the water tempera- 
ture and weather,” Babcock says. “Sometimes you 
need to retrieve slowly because the fish are cold 
and don’t want to move far or fast. The next day, 
they’ll charge a lure that’s ripping. But as ageneral 
rule, I like to cast 15 to 20 feet pastthefish I’m try- 
ing to catch and start with a fast retrieve. I’ll stop the 
lure just as it reaches the pike, and then pick up the 
speed again. Mygo-to lure would be a Len Thomp- 
son Spoon,size 2 in blackandyellow.” 
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Shimano 
Curado 200 I HG 
$180 


• The Curado is a great 
performer and an excel- 
lent value. IfyouYe 
looking for bells and 
whistles, you won’t find 
them here. This reel is 
just a workhorse that fit 
well in my hands, was 
easy to dial in, and 
threw out fewer back- 
lashes than any other 
model I tested. It’s 
supersmooth, whether 
line is going on or off 
the spool during a cast 
or retrieve— or if a nice 
bass is pulling a little 
drag. —Joe Cermele 
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L.L. Bean 
Kennebec 
Boundary Pack 

$129 


• Though L.L. Bean calls 
this a chest pack, it's 
really a hybrid that incor- 


porates the best features 
of a chest pack and a fish- 
ing vest. It zips up front 
like a vest, but in a unique 
twist, it tightens down 
with a Boa closure at 
each side. The result is a 
comfortable, close-fitting 


pack-vest with superb 
stability for hiking, for 
bushwhacking, and espe- 
cially for wading heavy 
water, where a conven- 
tional vest can shift and 
disrupt your balance. 

— Ted Leeson 



Cabela’s + 
Icebreaker 
Thermal Zone 
Half-Zip Top 
and Bottoms 


$150 each 


• Cabela's has part- 
nered with the New 
Zealand merino ex- 
perts at Icebreaker to 
produce these dis- 
tinctly useful base- 
layer pieces. The 
thermal-zone design 
puts wool of different 
weights in different 
areas of the body, 
based on the need for 
heat retention. The ap- 
proach keeps you 
toasty while minimiz- 
ing weight and maxi- 
mizing mobility. It's 
ideal for anglers who 
work up a sweat; the 
lighter fabric in the 
armpits and crotch let 
heatdisperse. — T.L. 



V . J.' 


▲ 

Jackall 

Pompadour 

$23 


• The Pompadour has to 
be the loudest, most ob- 
noxious topwater I've ever 
thrown. Large metal wings 
splay wide during the re- 
trieve to amp up the 
sound as this innovative 
bait chugs across the sur- 
face. A rear prop adds to 
the noise pollution that's 
so over the top, I'd bet a 
hawg bass io miles away 
would hear it. — J.C. 
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CLIFF GARDINER & JOHN KELLER (ALL PRODUCTS ON WHITE) 



Cabela’s Verano 

$150 


• A collaborative effort 
between Cabela’s and 
Daiwa, the Verano kind of 
caught me offguard. 


Smart, modern features 
like a rear tapering spool 
that thwarts tangles and a 
waterproof drag are often 
found on high-end reels, 
yet the Verano is very af- 
fordable. During testing. 


it proved just as smooth 
and light as some high- 
priced competitors. Don’t 
be surprised if this inex- 
pensive little tank be- 
comes your next go-to 
spinning reel. — J.C 


Simms Dty 
Creek Boat Bag 

$230 


• With an RF-welded chassis, semirigid 
sides, and padded dividers, this 33-liter 
waterproof bag offers rugged gear 
protection, but there’s a catch — a 
unique magnetic one that docks itself 
and clicks shut when you drop the lid. 
Contents are shielded from the ele- 
ments, and you can pick the bag up by 
the top handle without closing the lid 
zipper. And you can open the latch with 
one hand, making for unparalleled 
speed and convenience of access. —T.L 



St. Croix Avid X 

$200 


• The Avid X series includes 
nine casting models, my 
favorite being the medium- 
power 7-footer. Whether I 
was cranking or dragging 
Senkos,this rod was incredi- 
bly sensitive and comfortable 
to fish. It weighs next to 
nothing, and the innovative 
tapering of the guide heights 
up the blank allows you to 
zing any lure a country mile. 
Best of all, you get St. Croix 
quality at a sweet price. —J.C. 
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Waterworks- 
Lamson Liquid 
2 Reel 

$100 


• The Liquid admirably 
demonstrates what can be 
achieved these days with a 
high-quality pressure-cast 
process. The frame and 
spool castings are sharp, 
clean, and attractive. Sub- 
sequent machining of 
critical areas gives a tight 
mechanical fit, precision, 
and trueness of rotation 
to rival many bar-stock 
reels. More impressive 
still, the Liquid is built 
with the same conical 
drag components that 
Waterworks-Lamson uses 
in its considerably more 
expensive models— 
among the best trout-reel 
drags going. — T.L 




1 * 


Sage Salt 890-4 Fly Rod 

$850 


• Flats fishing often demands quickly 
executed and, above all, accurate shots 
between 25 and 75 feet. The Salt loads 
easily for shorter-distance presentations 


and for lifting the line head into a single 
back cast, shooting to the target, and 
putting your fly on the money. In good 
hands, the Salt has plenty of reach, but 
it’s not a top choice for firing to the hori- 
zon. What you get instead is more useful: 
very fine presentations. — T.L 



Umpqua Tall- 
gater Organizer 

$80 

• Many anglers these 
days use a lidded plastic 
tub, like a Rubbermaid 
Roughneck, to trans- 
port waders and wet 
gear. Umpqua has ex- 
panded the utility of 
this setup with the Tail- 
gate r, a pair of saddle- 
bag storage panels that 


straddle the front and 
back of a tub. It creates 
an efficient rigging sta- 
tion in a vehicle ora 
base of operations for 
surf fishing. So simple 
it’s brilliant.— TL 
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Hatch Nomad 
Pliers 

$280 



• A superbly made tool, 
the Nomad has I-beam 
arms fashioned from Type 
II anodized 6061-T6 alumi- 
num alloy for excellent 
tensile strength, rigidity, 
and corrosion resistance 
in a nice and light 4-ounce 
package. The jaws handle 
both heavy work and finer 
tasks, and the tungsten 
carbide cutters slice 
through anything from 7X 
tippet to loo-pound 
shock tippet with the 
same clean ease. Both 
jaws and cutter blades are 
factory replaceable, and 
it’s guaranteed for life. It’s 
the last pair of pliers you’ll 
ever have to buy. — T.L 



A 

Simms G4 
Pro Jacket 

$550 


• This latest version of the 
Simms G-series jacket not 
only shaves 15 percent of 
the weight but improves 
abrasion resistance and 
tear strength. This is killer 
rainwear with a supple, 
lightweight feel; easy arm 
mobility for casting and 
rowing; and excellent 
breathability. The re- 
vamped hood and cuffs 
draw down snugly to seal 
out the elements. A good 
wading jacket shields you 
from the rain; a great one 
like this protects you from 
the weather. —T.L 



Yeti Rambler 
Tumbler 

$25- $35 


• I know what you’re 
thinking: How good 
can a travel cup pos- 
sibly be? All I can tell 
you is that Yeti 
doesn’t make any- 
thing that isn’t de- 
signed and built 
extremely well. Once 
you’ve left the house 
at 5 A.M. and are still 
sipping hot coffee 
on the boat at 9 A.M., 
you’ll understand 
why I can’t live with- 
out mine. —J.C 
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Sebile Action First 
Bull Minnow 

$8 



• With an external weight 
positioned low on the 
body and an overall girth 
that’s fatter than your 
average jerkbait, the Bull 
Minnow has a sexy rolling 
wobble that’s unique for 
this class of lures. A big in- 
ternal mass-transfer bead 
provides extra casting dis- 
tance and a loud knock at 
any retrieve speed, 
making it a versatile bait 
that belongs in everything 
from your smallmouth 
box to your saltwater 
striper box. — J.C 



StreamTrekkers 
by IceTrekkers 

$42 


• I’ve tried several brands 
of slip-on wading grippers 
and found most of them 
don’t stay put or offer the 
same nonslip confidence 
of screw-in studs. Stream- 
Trekkers bucked that 
trend. They strap over any 
boots easily and won’t 
shift. Thanks to steel-alloy 
Diamond Beads that grab 
from all angles, they’ll 
keep you glued to rocks 
even tighter than perma- 
nent studs. —J.C. 




GoPro Sports- 
man Mount 

$70 


• Before the Sports- 
man Mount, I was 
strapping GoPro cam- 
eras to rails and gaffs 
with handlebar 
mounts and duct tape. 
Not only does the 
Sportsman Mount 
lock down tight on 
just about anything, 
but it comes off in 
seconds when needed 
elsewhere. —J.C. 
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Umpqua 
Steamboat Sling 

$120 


• The Steamboat raises 
sling packs to a new level 
of sophistication. This 


symmetrical pack rides 
centered alongyour spine, 
and the comfortable 
■ straps keep it in place for a 
balanced, nonshifting load. 
The 900-cubic-inch capac- 
ity can hold a heap of stuff. 


organized in three zip- 
pered compartments, 
each with interior sleeves 
and pockets, eliminating 
that tossed-in-a-gunnysack 
jumble common with sling 
packs. — T.L 



Fishpond 
Sushi Roll 

$30 


• Tm a big-streamer 
junkie. Thing is, large 
streamer boxes take 
up a lot of room. The 
foam Sushi Roll lets 
me carry just as many 
monster bugs as a 
hard case, but I can 
tuck them away in a 
sling pack or drift- 
boat compartment. 
Foam teeth along the 
edges create separa- 
tion, letting air pass 
through to dry your 
flies when the Sushi 
Roll is all rolled up. 

Ingenious. — J.C 


Fenwick Elite 
Tech Bass 

$150 


• Fenwick put just as 
much R&D into its new 
bass-specific rods as 
other brands. The differ- 
ence is that you can 
afford the Elite Tech. I 
particularly liked the spin- 
ning rods, which were 
light and sensitive enough 
to keep contact with a 
tube in heavy smallmouth 
water but had the back- 
bone to steer big fish out 
of fast current. As a 
bonus, the hidden handle, 
made of EVA and TAC, is a 
lot more comfortable to 
grip than reel-seat 
threads. —J.C. © 

T 
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DONALD M. JONES 




LANCE KRUEGER 



YELP 

When a real hen yelps, she opens and 
closes her mouth with each note. I started 
out sayingye/p into the call because that 
p ending made me open and close my 
mouth like the real deal. I don't really say 
any particular word anymore, but that's a 
great place to start. 

You want a clear, high-pitched front 
note— yee — and a lower, raspy end 
note — e/p. With most calls, you damp 
down the front part of the reed with your 
tongue and run air over the back center 
to get the high note. On a batwing, which 
I like, you run the air on the back right of 
the call. Then you just drop your jaw for 
that raspy e/p. 


CUTT 

Most guys think of cutting as excited cluck- 
ing. But on a mouth call,they are two differ- 
ent beasts. To cluck, you gather air in your 
mouth and just barely let it out [see next sec- 
tion]. To cutt,you want to drive air straight 
through the center of the call, saying tick. 
Don't use your lips — it's all tongue. And say 
it sharp. Stay away from “machine-gun cut- 
ting." That might be the biggest mistake peo- 
ple make. Hens almost always cutt one, two, 
or three notes at a time: tick, tick-tick, tick, 
tick-tick-tick, tick-tick, tick. Mix it up. 

CLUCK m PURR 

The trick to making realistic clucks isget- 
1 tingthat bubbly sound. Close your lips and 


WATCH VIDEO Johnston used to listen to other callers, but it wasn’t until he 
started listeningto turkeys that he got reallygood. “The easiest way to do it is on YouTube. It’s 
a great tool. Just search ‘wild turkeys calling’ and watch as many different clips as you can.” 


Mouth A Michigan 
hunter talks turkey. 
Above, Dead End Game 
Call’s Roadkill Batwing 2. 


fill your mouth, and your cheeks a little, 
with air. Now slowly push that air forward 
and let it out by softly poppingyour lips: 
puht. It's like the sound of bubbles popping. 

A lot of guys can't purr on a mouth call. 
Ninety percent of the trouble is the call. I 
recommend a light-latex double-reed. You 
can use some triple-reeds, but it's really 
tough on a quad. Also, everyone thinks you 
need to roll the very tip of your tongue, 
but that makes it hard to get any sound. In- 
stead, create backpressure byfillingyour 
mouth with air and pushing it forward. 
Then let it go as you flutter your tongue a 
little bit back from the tip, where it con- 
tacts the reeds. Keepyour mouth and lips 
really loose, which creates even more vi- 
bration. And don't overdo it. Real turkey 
purrs are quite short. 


UU-WHIT 

This is a little three-note whistle that con- 
tent turkeys mix in when they're clucking 
and purring, and it adds a lot of realism 
to your soft talk. Do the same thingyou 
would to get the high note of ayelp, but 
quieter. Then softly say whit-too-whit into 
the call. The whits are fast, and the too is 
drawn out. Just do it over and over until it 
sounds like a hen. 


THE champ: Mitchell Johnston 

Owner of Dead End Game Calls (deadendgamecalls.com) 

MAJOR wins: 2010 NWTF Grand National; 2010 World Two-Man; 2009 World 
Friction; 2014 and 2012 North Carolina State Friction; 2014 NC State Owl Hoot- 
ing; 2012 NC State Tarheel Open 
call: Mouth call 
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YELP 

A lot of guys draw circles with the striker to 
make ayelp — and don't get me wrong, that'll 
kill turkeys — but it sounds like wow, wow, wow. 
You wantyee-ow,yee-ow,yee-ow, which is 
more realistic. To get that, draw the shape of a 
small hook — like a bream hook. Start at about 
1 o'clock near the top ofthe sweet circle [see 
sidebar below] and move the striker right-to- 
left to make the hook shank. Then come down 
a little and around to finish off the hook. Just 
don't come too far into the middle ofthe call. 

CLUCK, DUTTJND CACKLE 

If you can cluck, you can make all three. So let's 
start there. Put the tip ofthe striker in the same 
place, and give it a little downward pressure. 
Then just pull toward you until it pops off. It's 
like striking a match. To cutt, apply a little more 
pressure for a louder, sharper sound, and string 
the clucks together. To cackle, start with a few 
normal clucks, and then run eight or io together 
real quick, and end with a few more regular 
clucks. When I pick up the speed for the excited 
cutts and cackle, I drop my third finger off the 
striker. It opens up the sound so it really pops. 


CLUCK ANO PURR 

Finger pressure is key for soft talk. If you hold 
the striker too tight or press too hard, the sound 
will be loud and sharp. I change my grip [see 
sidebar at right] so that the striker just kind of 
flops in my hand; that's how you get that light, 
bubbly sound. I also lay the right edge ofthe pot 
against my leg, and cup my hand around the bot- 
tom ofthe pot. Then I open and close my hand 
to vary the sound and volume. 

Cluck the same way, just softer. To purr, make 
a very small letter C, using mostly your fingers 
to move the striker. You can mixthe sound up a 
little by drawing a tall Cora squat one, or even 
coming straight down the call. 

TREE YELP 

I love to get close to the roost, and for that, 
a tree yelp is deadly. It's easy to do, too. Just 
make small circles with light finger pressure. 
You don't need that big two-note yelp here. 
Keep it simple and soft. I used to listen to a Ben 
Rogers Lee LP, where he said: “If a man can hear 
you tree call from 30 yards, you're doing it too 
loud." Don't worry, the turkeys can hear it — and 
it really works. 


PLAY THE 
CIRCLE 

The very edge of a pot 
call is too high pitched, 
and the middle sounds 
dead. In between is what 
McGraw calls the sweet 
circle, a Vs- to 'A-inch- 
thick band all around the 
call. Always keep your 
striker in it. 


THE champ: Sadler McGraw 

Owner of Champions Choice Calls (on Facebook) 

MAJOR wins: 2014 World Two-Man; 2014 Grand National Locator; 2013 World Locator; 2012 World 
Turkey Calling; 2009 Grand National Friction; 2008 World Friction; 2007 U.S. Open Friction and more 
call: Pot call 


GET TWO 
GRIPS 

McGraw’s Standard Grip: 

Pinch the striker with your 
thumb and first finger 
(above). Layyour middle 
finger beside the first. Then 
wrapyourthird finger under 
the striker, so the top side of 
the finger contacts the peg. 
His Soft-Talk Grip: 

Pinch with pointer and 
thumb about halfway up 
the striker, so it flops a little. 
Then wrapyour middlefin- 
ger under the striker. 

With both, hold the pot 
up in your fingertips, and 
rest the meaty edge of your 
striker hand on the call. 





FROM LEFT: CLIFF GARDINER & JOHN KELLER (POT CALL); LON LAUBER; DENVER BRYAN/ 1 MAGES ON THE WILDSIDE 



g TRY A TURN 

Below is Strawser's 
basic hold/'lfyou 
can't do it this way, 
tryjustturningthe 
box around — so the 
handle faces away,” 
he says. He also cuts 
down or removes the 
call's spring (surround- 
ing the screw) to help 
open up the sound. 



THE champ: Pat Strawser 

Owner of Pat Strawser Custom Calls (on Facebook) 

MAJOR wins: 2014 Grand National Friction; 2007, 2005, 1999 Master's Invitational; 
1997 U.S. Open Friction; 1996 U.S. Open Owl; 2009 Pennsylvania State Champion; 
numerous call-making wins, including 2008 and 2007 D.D. Adams Award 
call: Box call 


YELP 

All you need to do with a box call to make per- 
fect two-note yelps is hold the call and run 
the lid. But a lot of guys don't take the lid out 
farenough or they pick the lid up off the call. 
With the box closed, let's say the lid's handle 
points at 6 o'clock. Open it to 4 o'clock to get 
plenty of that first, high note. Now rock the 
lid slightly so the left edge angles down as 
you come into the sidewall. It's like leaning 
into that first note — YEE. Then just relax 
your grip as you come straight across, and 
the low note will be there. Close the box 
completely to end the first yelp, but don't lift 
the lid to start the next. Go straight back out 
to 4 o'clock and do it again. 

cun 

Cutting can be so realistic on a box call, but 
not if you're just picking up the lid and slam- 
ming it down into the call, like a lot of guys do. 
lnstead,you want to tilt the right side of the 


box 45 degrees toward the floor, open the 
lid to 4 o'clock again, and lay it down on the 
sidewall. Now, using only your index finger 
on the right edge of the handle, pop the lid 
up I ike you're pulling a trigger. Pop it, let grav- 
ity drop it back down, and pop it again. Each 



cluckshould sound round and bubbly — like 
the clucks of a real turkey. When you slam 
the lid down, it sounds more like a wood- 
pecker rapping on a tree. Don't worry about 
being able to cutt fast at first. Just get that 
good sound, and the speed will come. 

CLUCK AND PUPR 

Use the exact same mechanics for plain 
clucks, but don't open the call quite so far 
or pull the trigger as hard. I can purr on a 
box call, but it sounds like a guy purring on 
a box call. If you want to do a really good 
cluck-and-purr combo, put the box call 
away and grab your mouth call or pot. 

KEEKEE 

A long box is perfect here because it gives 
you more of the high note. When real tur- 
keys kee,the notes climb — /cee, kEE, KEE. 

To get that, you open the lid to the left and 
make short strokes from 8:30 to 8, then 8 
to 7:30, and finally 7:30 to 7, which makes 
the lid's contact point climb the slope of the 
curved sidewall. The whole time, you want 
to push the lid toward the screw, which is 
why I kee on the left side; it makes the push- 
ing motion easier and more consistent. That 
tension combined with the climbing notes 
gives you the shrill, pleading, increasingly 
desperate sound you're after. 
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F&S ADVENTURE 




CHASING the CHROME 



-► THE FIRST TIME I met Mikey Dvorak, he 


asked if he could borrow fifty bucks. 

At the time I thought he was a bum. I still 
think he’s a bum, but in the same way that an 
itinerant Buddhist monk is a bum. Except 
Mikey’s spiritual path was chasing steelhead. 

I met Mikey through Kirk Lombard, a hard- 
core angler in San Francisco, who told me that 
if I really wanted to meet a “true fishing no- 
mad” I should meet Mikey, a steelhead addict 
who had no fixed address and never seemed to 
have more than a few bucks on him. But it 
didn’t seem to bother him. “All he cares about 
is being where the fish are,” Kirk said. That’s 
why Mikey often slept in his truck — not on a 
pad in the back so he could stretch out, but up- 
right in the driver’s seat because the rest of the 
truck was too full of gear. “And he’s such a ma- 
niac that he sleeps on the ramp.” 

“I’m afraid I don’t follow.” 

“When Mikey’s steelhead fishing, he wants 
to be the first guy on the river. So, the night be- 
fore, he backs his drift boat down the ramp, 
puts the truck in park, and conks out. The next 
morning, the first guy at the ramp finds Mikey 
there. The guy is pissed and bangs on Mikey’s 
window to wake him up. At which point 
Mikey wakes, apologizes, and launches. So 
he’s on the river ahead of anybody else.” 

I had to meet this guy. 

A few days later the three of us headed 
down the California coast to chase white sea- 
bass, a highly mobile fish that migrates up 
from Baja California as the ocean warms in 
spring. We hoped to intercept some around 
Monterey. I dug myself a hole in the backseat 
of Mikey’s truck, which was crammed to the 
roof with fishing and camping gear, as well as 
a great deal of stuff that should have been in a 
landfill. Mikey said that the police had re- 
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cently stopped him on this very stretch of road 
because his truck fit the profile of a meth us- 
er’s vehicle. The cops had searched it thor- 
oughly. Actually, Mikey said, the stop had 
been a good thing. The cops turned up tackle 
that he’d given up for lost. 

I was already captivated by the guy. He 
named every bird we saw at surprising dis- 
tances, and when I asked how, he explained 
that he was doing it by the birds’ flight charac- 
teristics, which were generally more distinctive 
than markings. He talked about all kinds of 
fish, their life cycles, what biologists knew and 
what they still hadn’t figured out. 

It was just outside Monterey that he asked 
for the fifty bucks. I gave him the money, but I 
also pointed out that I was leaving in three 
days and asked how he proposed to pay me 
back. “No problem,” he said. “I just need a 
battery for the boat.” 

“You’re losing me, Mikey.” 

“Oh, right,” he said, as if the connection was 
so obvious that he hadn’t bothered to explain. 
“We need the battery. So we buy one, fish for 
two days, and then return it for the refund.” In 
my world, owning a motorboat implied that 
you also owned the battery needed to start the 
motor. In Mikey’s world, I soon realized, only 
the present mattered. The past was done, the 
future abstract. If you live in the moment and 
care about fishing, there are only two impor- 
tant questions. Where are the fish? What do I 
need to go fishing for them right now? 

In a way, I admired that Mikey had freed 
himself from the unproductive worries that so 
often kept me, like most people, from being 
fully present in the moment. Mikey, Kirk had 
said, was a barely legal walking disaster in the 
real world. He had a cellphone only because 
his sister, frustrated at never knowing where he 
was, bought him one. He forgot things, lost 
things, routinely showed up late or not at all, 
and failed to follow through on promises. But 
put him around a fish and he became focused, 
intent, and tireless. 

For the next two days, the three of us and 
our new battery bobbed around on 6-foot 
swells in the Pacific in a 14 -foot skiff, jigging 
our brains out. The only other boats we saw 
were tankers and container ships on the hori- 
zon. Just half a mile away, waves that had 
traveled thousands of miles across the ocean 
hurtled against the coastal cliffs with thun- 
derous claps. At some point I realized that 
we had nothing but life 
jackets if anything were to 
happen. And no safe beach 
to swim to. I didn’t want to 
think about this too hard, 
so I asked Mikey what it 
was about steelhead for 


Love Scenes 
Clockwise from top left: 
Dvorak high above the 
Smith; choosing a win- 
ner; happy hour; the 
Pathfinder at home. 


F&S ADVENTURE 


him. He shrugged, as if to say that the answer 
was ineffable, but he gave it a try. “They’re 
the most mysterious, smartest, toughest fish 
I’ve ever seen. 

“Think about it. A steelhead gets born in a 
particular patch of gravel in the river, spends a 
couple of years growing, and then decides to 
head down to the ocean. Which is not a safe 
place for a smolt. Everything out there wants to 
eat it. It spends a couple of years fattening up at 
sea, maybe swims halfway around the world. 
Then — if it’s the one or two fish in a hundred 
that makes it — it’ll beat its brains out to return 
to the same patch of gravel. To the same square 
foot of gravel, you know? Amazing. And you 
don’t know when or if they’re gonna show up. 
They’re just really tough, smart fish.” 

Over the years, he’d had steelhead strike so 
viciously that they yanked rods out of the hold- 
ers on his drift boat. “Three times that’s hap- 
pened. Right outta something designed to hold 
your rod no matter what. And they were good 
outfits — $500 ones, Loomis and Lamiglas rods 
with Shimano Calcutta reels. How can you not 
love a fish that wild, with that much heart?” 

We fished hard for two whole days and 
never got a bite. By the time I left, however. I’d 
vowed that if I ever got the chance to go steel- 
heading with Mikey Dvorak, I’d jump on it. 
The season along the California coast usually 
ran from late December or January through 
March, he said. It all hinged on getting enough 
rain to raise the rivers so the fish could get over 
the bar and swim up. 

The call came two years later. 

+ Hot Pursuit 

It had been an unusually dry year, Mikey told 
me, but the rains had finally come in mid Feb- 
ruary. The fishing was fantastic. 

By the time I booked a flight, however, there 
had been too much of a good thing. The rivers 
were unfishable — high, fast, and muddy. I de- 
layed my departure a week. A week later, as I 
was checking in at the airport, Mikey called 
again to ask if I could delay for two more days. 
I couldn’t. 

“What the hell,” he said. “We’ll just have to 
do the best we can.” 

I was standing outside baggage claim at the 
San Jose airport when he drove up. There’s 
something about guys like Mikey that threat- 
ens certain types of people. I could see every 
cop within sight eyeballing the truck, driver, 
and trailered drift boat as if all three might 
blow up. “Mikey,” I asked, sliding into the 
passenger seat, “what is it about you that 
freaks everybody out?” 


FIELDANDSTREAM.COM 7I 



Iron Will 

Dvorak checks the Smith's 
level, color, and clarity. 
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“Beats me, man.” I got the feeling that 
Mikey was so accustomed to this phenome- 
non that it hardly registered anymore. 

It was late. We’d sleep that night on the 44- 
foot boat he kept in a marina near Half Moon 
Bay, then drive north tomorrow, looking for 
whichever steelhead river would clear up first. 
Mikey said the boat was a 1949 naval rescue 
vessel that he’d bought at auction, along with 
the commercial ocean salmon fishing license 
attached to it. It had seemed like a way to make 
some money. In fact, he’d had a remarkably 
good first year, bringing in 23,000 pounds of 
salmon, worth more than $100,000. 

Mikey’s boat was a floating version of his 
truck, the hands-down winner of any Most 
Derelict Vessel contest in the large marina. I 
suspected that Mikey was less than an author- 
ity on seamanship, and I damn sure knew the 
boat would have failed any inspection. And yet 
Mikey had somehow succeeded in a very com- 
petitive industry. As long as fish were involved, 
Mikey found a way. 

I bunked that night on a narrow bench in 
the wheelhouse. Mikey bid me good night and 
disappeared into the hold. Presumably he had 
a bed down there somewhere. In a way, it was 
a shame the harbor police didn’t have a profile 
of a meth user’s boat. A good search was ex- 
actly what that boat needed. 

The next morning we rolled north. “We’re 
chasing the chrome,” Mikey said, referring to 
the silvery appearance of a steelhead fresh from 
the ocean. The longer the fish stayed in the 
river, the more they reverted to rainbow trout 


colors. Fifty miles north of San Francisco was 
like being in another state. Everything 
changed. The towns were small, and each was 
smaller than the one before. It was redwood 
country; trees with tops you couldn’t see grow- 
ing on steep, rugged mountains. Mikey started 
making phone calls to half a dozen guiding 
buddies. All the steelhead rivers — the Napa, 
Russian, Noyo, Eel, Van Duzen, Trinity, Mad, 
Klamath, and Smith — were blown out. “We’re 
probably screwed for the next two days wher- 
ever we go,” he said. 

Which river would clear first depended on a 
multitude of factors: today’s level; how much 
rain had fallen and how much more might 
come; the extent to which degradation from 
lumbering, mining, and the cultivation of 
grapes and marijuana increased the river’s run- 
off; and the river’s record of recovery after rains 
in recent years. There were so many factors in 
play that it was impossible to take them all into 
account. Mikey sifted the data and decided to 
bet on the Smith, one of the most intact river 
systems in the state. It had received the least 
rain and had the most favorable forecast, at that 
moment anyway. It was also 350 miles north. 
Off we went. 

As we drove, I asked Mikey if this was the 
same Pathfinder we’d driven in two years ago 
to chase white seabass. “No, this is the second 
I’ve had since then.” Mikey, I was to learn, 
bought Pathfinders exclusively, never paid 
more than a grand, and drove them until the 
wheels came off. “But only the first generation, 
’85 to ’95. Those were tanks, man. After ’96, 


they got all round and fruity-looking. Stopped 
being a truck, you know?” This was his sixth. 
He’d bought it a year ago, with 200,000 miles 
on it. He’d put on 66,000 since then. I asked 
what he’d paid. “Seven hundred and twenty- 
two bucks,” he said. And smiled. 

“Sounds like you’ve got the truck thing 
down,” I said. 

“Yeah, but I got a problem with boats.” 

“How so?” 

“I can’t get rid of ’em. I’ve got six right now.” 
These included the 17-foot drift boat we were 
towing, a 9 -foot Avon inflatable, a 14 -foot Wa- 
hoo, a 16-foot Wellcraft (“in a marina in Ala- 
meda”), a 20-foot Mako, and the 44-foot 
salmon boat. This inconsistency — the way he 
could be brutally practical about trucks and 
completely sentimental about boats — was typ- 
ical Mikey. “It’s hard to explain,” he said. “But 
a boat, it becomes, I don’t know, who I am. 
And they’re not all great boats. But there are 
things about my own personality that I don’t 
like, O.K.? But I’m stuck with them. I can’t 
disown them. Does that make sense?” Of 
course it didn’t. But I understood it. 

+ Racing the Rain 

We found a motel in Crescent City, close to 
the river, and woke the next morning to light 
rain. By now, having discovered that my 
phone could get on the Internet, Mikey was 
borrowing it every hour. The reports he was 
looking at said the rain might stop. It didn’t. 
Soon it was raining hard. Mikey decided we 
should head up into Oregon and check the 
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Chetco. “It’s on the other side of a ridge that 
sometimes splits weather systems,” he ex- 
plained. This seemed like a fool’s errand. An 
unrelenting downpour like this one was any- 
thing but localized. But we went anyway. It 
was raining just as hard in Oregon. 

Mikey didn’t despair. The thing, it seemed, 
was to maintain momentum, keep chasing. He 
took me to the house of a guiding buddy in the 
area, Jim Burn. Jim knew the Smith as well as 
anybody. The two of them sat in front of Jim’s 
computer for the next several hours, poring 
over water levels and weather reports while I 
played with Jim’s dog. 

The guides were as different as two guys 
could be and share the same passion for steel- 
head. Mikey’s boat, for example, while neater 
than his truck, was still pretty funky. Jim’s boat 
was spotless. He even had a “bra” to protect it 
from debris when towed. 

Eventually they concluded that there was no 
use even trying to fish the river until the next 
day. They adjourned to Jim’s garage and spent 
the next two hours in what seemed to be a 
longstanding ritual, in which each showed off 
his newest lures while energetically insulting 
the other’s. Each had hundreds of steelhead 
plugs, the most prized of which were “pre- 
Rapala” Storm Wiggle Warts, Magnum Warts, 
Wee Warts, and Pee Wee Warts. After Rapala 
acquired Storm in the late 1990s, I was told, 
they destroyed the original Storm molds and 
moved production to China. The new ones 
had lost the distinctive “hunting” action of the 
best Storms. They had steel rattles rather than 
lead, which resulted in a harsher sound. The 
plastic was different. They were disasters. 
Now, they told me, old Storm lures in rare or 
desirable patterns went for as much as $100 on 
eBay. Mikey showed Jim one of his favorites, 
a pearl-colored Pee Wee Wart that he’d re- 
cently bought for $50 from a seller called Plug- 
whore. It was a tiny thing, but Mikey main- 
tained that its action was fantastic. “Oh, yeah. 
I’ve bought from Plugwhore,” Jim said, then 
explained in detail why Mikey’s lures, both in 
general and individually, sucked. Mikey re- 
turned the favor. 

While the finer points escaped me, I did 
learn a bit of plug terminology. A light-colored 
lure with a red back was said to have a “rash.” 
Black glitter was a “Michael Jackson.” Black- 
and-white was a “cop.” Silver- and-black was 
an “Oakland Raider.” And chrome pink with a 
black bill was a “Dr. Death.” 

It wasn’t until the next day, the fourth of the 
trip, that we finally threw a line in the water. 
And that was bank fishing, throwing weighted 
clusters of salmon roe rolled in borax, the better 
to make the eggs adhere to one another, into 
the Smith. I think Mikey and Jim knew the 
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Dvorak picks through one of his many gear tubs. 
Bottom: A nice steelie from the Eel River. 


river was too high, that the fish were hunkered 
down until the water cleared. But maybe fish- 
ing when you knew damn well it was pointless 
was an act of faith, a demonstration of your hu- 
mility to the river gods. 

The Smith dropped a foot over the course of 
that day (we marked the changing levels with 
branches stuck into the bank), but in eight 
hours of fishing, not one of our three rods got 
so much as a bump. A few people stopped by 
to chat with Jim and ask about the river. By this 
time, Mikey had tired of telling people I was an 
outdoor writer. His new story was that — de- 
spite looking like a middle-aged bald guy — I 
was actually a Make-A-Wish kid with one of 
those premature aging diseases who wanted to 
catch a steelhead before what would be his nth 
and, tragically, final birthday. Mikey said that 
it was his mission to make that happen. 

We tried again for a few hours the next 
morning in a deep gorge of the river, the de- 
scent into which required holding my rod in 
my mouth so I could use all four limbs. The 
Smith is a gorgeous river, but parts of it were 
just plain scary. Fall off your rock where we 
were, for example, and you wouldn’t be com- 
ing up anytime soon. Back at the truck, Mikey 
decided our last, best shot was a small river 150 
miles south, which he forbade me to name. I 
didn’t question his choice. Neither did Jim, 
who followed us. 

+ steeling Secrets 

When we left the coastal highway, it was like 
finding another world inside another world. 
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one even more remote and beautiful. We 
crossed a range of mountains, corkscrewing 
our way up over dirt roads through country 
where you’d go for miles without seeing a 
house. We rounded a bend and were looking at 
miles of undeveloped coastline, rocks the size 
of houses in the surf, which broke hundreds of 
yards offshore. “Wow, Mikey, this is incredi- 
ble,” I said. 

“My happy place,” he said. “It’s known but 
not really known. I mean people know it’s 
here, but most of them think it’s just another 
steelhead river.” I didn’t. I thought we’d landed 
in paradise. 

We got to the river itself an hour before sun- 
set. Mikey wanted to back the boat in and 
throw plugs from it for a while, get reac- 
quainted with the water, maybe catch a fish. 
Jim countered that Mikey, as usual, had every- 
thing ass-backward. 

“Look, we don’t know where we’re staying. 
We don’t know where we’re going to eat to- 
night. The way to do this is get squared away 
tonight and do it right first thing in the 
morning.” 

“C’mon Jim,” Mikey coaxed. “For once in 
your life just relax and go with it. Fish for half 
an hour and then we’ll go figure all that out. 
There’s still time.” 

For the next half hour, they argued. Jim was 
by the book, linear, logical. Mikey was seat-of- 
the-pants, intuitive, eccentric. It was like lis- 
tening to the two halves of my brain fight each 
other. By the time they finished, my head hurt 
and it was too late to fish. 

Since it was all coming down to the next 
day, Mikey wanted to see if he could get some 
local Intel. About 9 P.M., he swung the truck 
into a mostly deserted campground. When he 
saw a drift boat by one of the occupied sites, he 
made a beeline for it. “We come in peace!” 
Mikey bellowed. The boat belonged to an el- 
derly couple, who had evidently just finished 
dinner and were talking quietly by the light of a 
kerosene lantern, their dishes stacked before 
them. It was hard to tell what they made of the 
little dude with a full beard and a bush of hair 
tucked up into a wool hat. But they smiled as if 
nothing was out of place. 

They listened as Mikey told them the Make- 
A-Wish story. They knew he was full of it but 
didn’t seem to mind. At a certain moment, 
however, the woman looked at Mikey curi- 
ously, cocked her head, and said, “Why, don’t 
you know that you can’t plan to catch a steel- 
head? Goodness! Everybody knows that. All 
you can do is go someplace where the fish 
might be, wait until continued on p. 74 
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CONTINUED FROM P. 73 the water looks right, fish it hard, and hope 
you get lucky.” 

“Absolutely!” Mikey agreed. 

No one had bothered to tell me this, the first principle of steelhead 
fishing. Maybe, to guys like Mikey and Jim, it’s so obvious that it 
doesn’t bear mentioning. I’d slowly been making my way toward this 
fact on my own, but it was striking to hear it confirmed by a third party. 

The man said that he hadn’t even put the boat in today. Tomorrow 
would be a little better, but the river needed at least two rainless days to 
fish well. Back at the truck, Mikey announced that he’d figured it out. 
If we were to have any chance on the river, it was essential that I ride in 
the trailered boat, drink deeply of whiskey, and savor the soft night air 
rushing by. “You need to do this, dude,” Mikey declared. “Trust me. 
The river needs to know you’re here. Plus, it’s just awesome.” 

Mikey went on for a bit, making it sound like a carnival ride one mo- 
ment, a solemn duty the next. It was, of course, an idiotic thing to do. 
But something had changed. We were chasing the chrome and I was in 
the grips of the chase. Mikey had sucked me into his world. What we 
were doing had become a pilgrimage, a quest. And although I still 
wanted terribly to catch a steelhead, I wanted even more to be true to 
the spirit of the trip, which meant giving it everything I had. 

Thirty seconds later, I was sitting in the boat’s front chair, a rope in 
one hand, a bottle of bourbon in the other, both feet braced against the 
front rail, the liquor burning in my throat as I howled at the moon. I 
rode the trailered boat over bumps and potholes, around curves and 
plunging down straightaways. It was, on the one hand, a moron’s 
steeplechase, requiring nothing more than a total lack of common 
sense. But it was also glorious, flying through the night air with only 
the stars above and the river somewhere close. I realized that whatever 
happened tomorrow, everything would turn out fine. I had, unbe- 
knownst to myself, entered Mikey’s world, the eternal present. The fu- 
ture would bring whatever it brought. The important thing was now. 
And no matter how it turned out, I was now taking one hell of a ride. 

A few minutes of this turned out to be about all I really needed. I 
jarred my back pretty hard a few times. Through the back window, I 
could see Mikey and Jim, gesturing to each other. They had resumed 
their argument. It had become quite animated. They weren’t looking 
back and couldn’t hear no matter how loudly I shouted. There wasn’t 
anything in the boat I could throw onto the roof of the truck except my 
shoe, which I couldn’t really get to because I needed both feet to brace 
myself. It was another 5 miles before Mikey finally decided to check on 
me, at which point I told him to stop the damn truck. 

Back at the little cottage we’d rented for the night, Mikey and Jim 
continued arguing. It was like listening to an old married couple rehash 
the same feud endlessly. Then, just before lights-out, I heard Jim’s 
voice from the other room. It sounded different, almost plaintive. 
“Mikey, you think the river might drop 18 inches overnight?” 

“Yeah, maybe.” 

“And maybe it’ll even get another 6 inches of visibility?” 

“Yeah, could be,” Mikey said. He sounded like a parent reassuring a 
child that there was indeed a Santa Claus. 

“O.K. Good night.” 

The next day, we set out early. Mikey was at the oars, while Jim and 
I were plugging, in which you let out line 15, maybe 20 yards, engage 
your reel, and let the current impart action to your lure. Meanwhile, 
the guide rows to counteract the current and put your plug in the spots 
that might hold fish. In essence, it’s the guide rowing the boat who 
does the fishing. “It’s not the most romantic way to fish,” Mikey said. 





“But in this kind of water, it’s your best bet.” 

Just then, Jim’s rod arced. “Fish on!” he 
cried, letting the fish fully take the plug before 
setting the hook. He passed the rod to me. I 
suddenly felt like the Make-A-Wish kid 
Mikey had made me out to be. I’d done noth- 
ing to catch this fish. But I dutifully reeled it in 
anyway. It fought hard, but not remarkably so, 
and within a minute or two I’d landed what 
both guides deemed an ii-pound hen, her 
sides bright. Both guides were adamant about 
releasing the fish quickly, and did so. 

We were pumped at having hooked a fish so 
soon after launching. As time went by without 
another hookup, we began to despair of the 
quick-fish curse, that peculiar deal in which 
the omen of all-day success turns out to be 
false. We changed lures. Since we weren’t find- 
ing fish in the fishy spots, Mikey began fishing 
unconventional ones. That didn’t work, either. 

Jim hooked another fish late in the float and 
again handed me the rod. I’m still not sure 
what I did wrong. Maybe I pressed it too hard. 
Maybe Jim should have cut more of his line off 
after the first fish. I saw the fish leap once in 
fast water, then the lure was gone. 

It was over. It was late afternoon, and 
Mikey and I had 250 miles to cover to get back 
to the marina. My plane was leaving at seven 
the next morning. 

: An Unstoppable Force 

As we drove south, I tried to sort through what 
I was feeling. There was some disappointment, 
but I was surprised at how insignificant it 
seemed. I would have liked to have caught 
more fish, but we had succeeded. We’d chased 
the chrome and landed one freshie. I was tired, 
but it was the pleasant fatigue of having done 
everything you could. I had no regrets. 

About 150 miles north of San Francisco, 
Mikey left the highway. Within minutes we 
were bombing down dirt roads on which we 
saw almost no other vehicles. “Mikey, what’s 
up?” I asked. 

“This is one of the forks of the Eel,” he said. 
“Got one last spot we gotta try. We’ll get back 
later, but you can sleep on the plane.” 

I smiled. How, I wondered, could you not 
love a guy like Mikey? 

We arrived at a small house, a little ranch, at 
the bottom of a dead-end road. “I know these 
folks,” he said. “Good people.” 

It felt to me as if we’d just bailed out of the 
highway arbitrarily and driven down an anony- 
mous dirt road. “What do you mean, you 
know these people?” I asked. “There must be 
hundreds of roads just like this one up and 
down the coast. What’d you do, drive down 
every one and ask if you could fish?” 

Mikey looked at me. “Pretty much,” he said. 
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“if it bordered a steelhead river. Most of these 
people have let me park on their land and sleep 
in the truck at one time or another.” He parked, 
left me in the truck while he went to have a 
word with the owners, and returned to tell me 
everything was cool. 

There was maybe an hour of light left. We 
rigged up quickly, tying on sacks of red roe and 
slinky sinkers beneath slip bobbers on spin- 
ning rods, and headed for the water. The 
bushes were so thick that there were only a 
couple of places you could cast from. It had 
been a long shot from the start, but I cast to a 
pool on the far side and drifted my bait through 
it half a dozen times. Then I moved to another 
spot, which involved climbing a boulder, and 
threw again. And then it was dark. We’d fished 
the sun all the way down. We’d given it every- 
thing we had. I felt a tremendous exhilaration. 

As we drove back toward the highway, 
Mikey was already talking about how I’d have 
to come back next year, how we’d nail it. We 
stopped for gas. Mikey asked if he could bor- 
row a few bucks. I said yes. © 

— ► Book a guided trip with Capt. Mike 
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LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferabie. Original coupon must be presented. Vaiid through 6/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

M'^is drawer" 


Item 
68887 
shown 

liiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiEiiiiMiiiiiiii 



INDUSTlilAL QUALITY 
ROLLER CABINET 
n^siBiiLa 


SAYE 

$340 


Weighs 245 lbs. 


Item 

68784 

shown 


$149.99 


riH 


IHIIIII tllllllllllllitlll III 


$35999 


;:iif ji ri cf i ^ 1 



TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER HITCH 

LOT NO. 94141 
69874 
61320 

SAYE l]l]l 

66 % l.e.Z 

shown 

$iq 99 £, 

I w $59.99 


^9.14. j- j-iirn -N #1 

I LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

* Non-transferabie. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferabie. Original coupon must he presented. Valid through 6/17/15. Limit one coupon per custonier£erday. 

SSS^'^oiTpeak/ f 

gas GENERATORS 

lot no. 696 76/6972^ j 
L0TN0TT9675/69728 , 
CALIFORNIA ONLY j 

Item 69676 shown < 

' No Hassle Return Policy 
' Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand Toms 



iiiiiuisi!!!**®*'™ 


REG. PRICE 
$699.99 

I LIMIT 4 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
I Non-transferabie. Orig inal coupon must be presented. Vaiid through 6/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

MAGNESIUM hIiVsTARTER 

LOT NO. 
66560/69457 

SAVE 

60% 

Item 66560 
shown 

REG. 
PRICE 

iJ9ni,iniH.x ■ $4.99 

LIMIT 8 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferabie. Original coupon must be presented. Vaiid through 6/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


$ 199 , 


• 550 Stores Nationwide 

• HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 
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Built with unstoppable power, the 

DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER has the 

muscle to reclaim your overgrown land. 

• FLATTEN 3" THICK SAPLINGS! 

• DEVOUR 8'-HIGH WEEDS 
AND BRUSH! 

• CUT A SWATH UP TO 
30" WIDE! 

• GO ANYWHERTE, 

MOW EVERY- 
THING! 


LOWEST 

PRICES 

EVER! 


DR® RAPIDFIRE 
FLYWHEEL 
LOG SPLITTER 

SO SIMPLE it s 

practically maintenance 
free. There are no hydraulic 
pumps, valves, pistons, 
hoses or fluid to leak or 
replace - EVER. 

SO STRONG its cast iron flywheel and hard- 
ened steel components will last a lifetime. 

SO FAST it has an incredible 3-second 
cycle time (splitting takes just 1 second, 
auto-return 2 seconds). ..6X FASTER 
than hydraulic splitters. 


c 


I 


FREE SHIP PING! | Call far a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Includes product specifications and factory-direct offers. 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. 


TOLL 

FREE 


800-414-2098 





Be Glad You Waited 
Now Only $59 

The Legendary 1904-0 Morgan 
Silver Dollar^ Brilliant Uncirculated 

In 1962, the 1904-0 New Orleans Mint 
Morgan silver dollar was one of the three 
most expensive in the series. Mint-state 
issues listed for $350 and only a few 
thousand were known to exist in any 
condition. Then hundreds of bags of 
pristine 1904-0 Morgans emerged during 
the last Treasury silver dollar releases. 
Today no other BU in the entire series costs 
so little compared to its peak price. $59 
(#44963). New customers only. Limit 2 
per household. NO CLUBS TO JOIN; 

NO ON-APPROVAL COINS SENT. 
30-Day No-Risk Home Examination: 
Money-Back Guarantee. 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge Street, Dept. N5501, Montpelier, VT 05602 
1-800-451-4463 
www.iccoin.com/n5501 



^Yes v'Yes v'Yes ^/Yei 



✓ Cetf/ToUieWabt+e 


HaCKMJTa.COMl 


ALL THE PARTS YOUR CAR WILL EVERIVEEa 



Just Released 

OFFICIAL GOLD AND SILVER COINS OF THE UNITED STATES 



BRAND NEW 

2015 $5 Gold Eagle 

1/10 oz. Fine Gold - Limit 1 0 (coin enlarged to show exquisite detail) 


BRAND NEW 

2015 $1 Silver Eagle 

1 OZ. Fine Silver- Limit 20 


ONLY $1 OVER DEALER COST 


STARTING TODAY TELEPHONE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A 
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE BASIS FORTHE NEXT 30 DAYS OR WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 

The American Eagle Reserve announces the release of the brand new 2015 Gold and Silver American Eagles minted at the United States Mint. 

U.S. citizens can buy these genuine legal tender U.S. government- issued $5 gold and $1 silver coins at just $1.00 over actual 
dealer cost! That’s correct - just $1 over our actual cost. Please be advised: Our U.S. government gold and silver inventory will be priced 
at $1.00 over actual dealer cost only while supplies last. Call 1-877-227-2646 to secure your order today. 

If you have been considering protecting your hard-earned money with genuine, legal tender gold and silver fully backed by the U.S. government, 

now is the time to act! At current market levels, this could be the greatest buying opportunity any of us have ever seen. Smart 
individuals are moving up to 30% of their assets into gold and silver. Due to the overwhelming demand for gold and silver, there is 
a strict limit of 20 silver coins and 10 gold coins per household to allow for fair and equal distribution. Special arrangements can be made 
for individuals wishing to transfer $50,000 or more into fully-backed U.S. government gold and silver. Call a Precious Metals 
Specialist at 1-877-277-2646 to take advantage of arguably one of the best gold and silver deals available . 

Each brilliant uncirculated coin bears the 2015 date. Their weight, content and purity is fully backed by the United States Government. 


U t A I C it t A 0 II F t ^ I N. y E 

www.Aerlooms.com 


Call Toll Free To Order 

(877) 227-COIN (2646) 


VAULT CODE: FSGS - 0215 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 



Price of $1 over dealer cost at time of transaction. Price plus shipping and insurance. Availability not guaranteed. Limit of 10 gold coins and 20 silver coins per 
household. Please read important disclosures found on www.aerlooms.com 
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'^Vlodular safes 
that assemble 
anywhere. 

IS-^giLn r --giin- Shipj_ jra i& Your dooi« 



great investineiil. 
The quality of the 
Super Titan. XL blows 
my mind. Wliat a neat 
system. Perfect lor my 
uce^dt.*' 



j^pir rXL fii'puji 


WWW. STiapsaf e . com call 1-877-Z14-44Z0 



tt^cking ^equeM;^.t^ pleasure td 
Chris Cajt^ta, BookReyiewei^V 


A ^^tw-wiptten noy^b®f purs^ 


Graw^Sportmg'Journal 


QjTtgyna/, gtfsptengem/^ 


tiSialfimindSr. 


rktj^R/evie'iv. 




^..;;J^ViaiIaMe on Amazon and 
•^^herever^^tbooks are sold! 






U.S. Mint image 


ONLY $ 9.95 


NEW State Quarters! 

Honoring America's National Parks 


Time is running out! Don't miss out on this 
26-coin set of Uncirculated 2010-2015 National 
Park quarters issued to date! Prized by collectors, 
the issues were struck in limited quantities 
and WILL NEVER BE MINTED AGAIN! But 
now, with this special offer, you can own all 26 
designs released to date, in preferred Uncirculated 
condition, for just $9.95! 

Get the 26-Coin Uncirculated Set! 

Enjoy a special savings of 68% off the regular price 
of and get FREE shipping to your home. 


Plus, order now and you'll also receive a FREE 
Uncirculated 2010 Lincoln cent - first with the 
new Union Shield reverse. 

You'll also receive our fully illustrated 
catalog, plus other fascinating selections from 
our Free Examination Coins-on- Approval 
Service, from which you may purchase any or 
none of the coins - return balance in 15 days - 
with option to cancel at any time. Order your 
26-coin set today! 


Each minted for about ten weeks, then never again - order now! 


To order, please mail coupon or visit us at www.LittletonCoin.com/specials 


FREE Gift! 

when you order within 30 days 
Get an Uncirculated 
2010 Lincoln Cent - 
first issue with new 
Union Shield reverse! 




45-Day Mon^ Back Guarantee of Satisjaction 
Special Offer for New Customers Only | 

VC Cl 26-Coin Set of j 

I CJi Uncirculated 2010-Date America’s 1 
National Park Quarters for ONLY $9.95 - remlarly | 
plus Free Shipping (limit 5 sets). Also send j 
my FREE Uncirculatecf 2010 Union Shield Cent j 
(one per customer, please) . j 

I ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS| j 

How Many Sets (limit 5): | 

■ “ ital Cost @ $9.95 per set: $ I 

Add Custom 2010-2021 
America's National Park 
Quarters Display Folders 
and SAVE 25% at 
$2.95 each (reg. i3JWi: $ 

„ Shipping & Handling: $ 

in*' 

Total Amount: $ 

Method of payment: 

□ Check or Money Order 
payable to Littleton Coin Co. 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

□ American Express □ Discover Network 


FREE! 


Card No. 


Exp. Date_ 




I 


Please print your complete name and address clearly 

Address Apt# 


_ State Zip_ 


J Please send 
coupon to: 


l: 




Dept. 3QN403 

1 309 Mt. Eustis Road 
Littleton NH 03561-3737 


America's Favorite Coin Source • trusted since 1945 


“J 







FIX NASTY 

SCRAPES 

FOR LITTLE 





See how easy it is to restore 
that like-new finish in just an 
afternoon. Watch our online 
how-to videos to show you how. 



Paint pens 

Vi oz and 2 oz bottles 
12 oz spray cans 
Ready-to-spray pints, 
quarts and gallons 

Automotivetouchup.com 

888 - 710-5192 



Back Again for the First Time 

Our modem take on a 1929 classic, yours for the 
unbelievably nostalgic price of ONLY $29! 


Y OU have a secret hidden up your sleeve. 

Strapped to your wrist is a miniature 
masterpiece, composed of over one hundred 
tiny moving parts that measure the steady 
heartbeat of the universe. You love this 
watch. And you still smile every time you 
check it, because you remember that you 
almost didn’t buy it. You almost turned the 
page without a second thought, figuring that 
the Stauer Metropolitan Watch for only 
$29 was just too good to be true. But now 
you know how right it feels to be wrong. 

Our lowest price EVER for a classic men’s 
dress watch. How can we offer the 
Metropolitan for less than $30? The answer 
is simple. Stauer has sold over one million 
watches in the last decade and many of our 
clients buy more than one. Our goal isn’t to 
sell you a single watch, our goal is to help 
you fall in love with Stauer’s entire line 
of vintage-inspired luxury timepieces and 
jewelry. And every great relationship has to 
start somewhere... 


The Stauer Metropolitan retains all the 
hallmarks of a well-bred wristwatch 
including a gold-finished case, antique 
ivory guilloche face, blued Breguet-style 
hands, an easy-to-read date window at 
the 3 o’clock position, and a crown of 
sapphire blue. It secures with a crocodile- 
patterned, genuine black leather strap and 
is water resistant to 3 ATM. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. We 

are so sure that you will be stunned by the 
magnificent Stauer Metropolitan Watch 
that we offer a 60-day money back guar- 
antee. If you’re not impressed after wearing 
it for a few weeks, return it for a full refund 
of the purchase price. But once the first 
compliments roll in, we’re sure that you’ll see 
the value of time well spent! 

Stauer Metropolitan Timepiece 
Offer Code Price $ 29 . S&iPSave SI 70 

You must use the offer code to get 
our special price. 


Tells today’s time with yesterday’s style. 

The Metropolitan is exactly the kind of 
elegant, must-have accessory that belongs in 
every gentleman’s collection next to his 
British cufflinks and Italian neckties. 
Inspired by a rare 1929 Swiss classic found 
at auction, the Metropolitan Watch revives 
a distinctive and debonair retro design for 
21st-century men of exceptional taste. 


1 - 888 - 870-9149 


Your Offer Code: MTW335-02 

Please use this code when you order to 
receive your discount. 


Suucr 



® 14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. MTW335-02 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 


Rating of A+ 


Luxurious gold-finished case with sapphire-colored crown - Crocodile-embossed leather strap 
Band fits wrists 6 14"-8 - Water-resistant to 3 ATM 


F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call ourtoll free numberat 1-800-445-2714. 








F€cS /// SHOWCASE 

To advertise call ourtoll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 



At Cost Offer 




2015 Gold Ameiioan 

owy$ 124.00 

Special Arrangements made 
for acquisitions of S50K or more. 


DEMIR5PLEA5E - PRC£ A iUiVJJ^BUTY 5^^ 

CUtt lllMtV MC hduU Sitn. ecu Btmiid* HKl -bM EM tnci 1 
Ml! M4a tMer »41. M El^ ^ Si HiH. Sfitf mb 
5 fdtG HP# «4L DfiVoTp tmt t5-2t> hiMHlI tUfj Sim 
HCliet: a fMd riiHii. N« niuA^ m biAM hemi. 

IW cfdtft istiit vHth GOOD cHGHt |]fVH 


CHECK 

MONeV^ORDCR 
iUNK WiH£ 

VUlCtdn rfSGJl} 


WHY STRAIN! 




to haul heavy loads by hand... or 
struggle to move overloaded garden carts? 


The DR® POWERWAGON 

has BIC, POWER-DRIVEN 
WHEELS; 

4 speeds 
and power 
reverse; 
powered 
dump bed; 
electric-starting. 


[free shipping 


Hauls up X 
to 800 lbs. 
with EASE! ^ 


6 MONTH TRIAL! 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

^ 800 - 414-2098 


FREE 


DRpowerwagon.com 


Catch More Fish 
with FishSeeUV” 



NEW 2015 
FishSeeUV™ 
Vibrant Image™ 
Spinners 



Predatory fish see bait fish with Ultra Violet 
Vision. So larger Trout, Boss, Salmon, 
Steelheod, Crappy, etc. will strike our 
FishSeeUV'^'^ Vibrant Imoge'^'^ lures 
ferociously. Color graphics are digitally 
applied into the point for extreme durability 
and detail for oil fishing conditions. 


SPECIAL OFFER: Vibrant ImogeT^ 6-Pack Kit. 
Pre-packed in 3 sizes. 2 each in 1/16 oz., 

1 /8 oz. & 1 /4 oz. in assorted colors. 

Just $19.99 + $6.95 S&H. 



PantherMartin.com 

19 N. Columbia St. 


Port Jefferson, NY 1 1 777 
Ph (631)473-7308 Dept. 
Fox (631) 473-7398 FS035L 


Watch 
FishSeeUV™ 
in action 



KILL LAKE WEEDS 


Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS. 

Marble size pellets. Work at any depth. 


101b. bag treats up to 

4.000 sq.ft. $85.00. 

50 lb. bag treats up to 

20.000 sq.ft. $334.00. 
FREE SHIPPING! 
Certified and approved by 
state agencies. State permit 
may be required. Registered 
with the Federal E.RA. 


KillLakeWeeds.com 




Order online today or request free information. 


800 - 328-9350 

AQUACIDE CO. 

PO Box 10748, DEPT 304 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 



Smooth Out Driveways with the 


DR® POWER GRADER! 



[free shipping I 


6 MONTH TRIAL 


FILL IN POTHOLES and smooth out washboard 
caused by water drainage. 

Finally a way to do 

TOWS BEHIND itYoJrself!! 

your Lawn Tractor ’ 

or ATV. 


REMOTE 

CONTROL 

of grading 
depth. 


Call for FREE Catalog and DVD! 

800 - 414-2098 

DRpowergrader.com 




lAKATHON 


Seat Covers 


We'vB gol you {overwlj 

CwtonFl 
iForThicte, 
mt 


Lossy 

ptealtree® 
sXdvantage® 
^Igital Military 

^4- Camos & 14 solid. ^ 

100% WaterprJ 
Cordura Nylon] 

1 - 000-1 












Burn SAFELY with the 

STAINLESS STEEL 


Portable Burn-Cage' 


Perfect For... 

• Old Leaves and Branches 

• Sensitive Financial 
Documents 

• Burnable Household Waste 


3 . 




No more 
UNSAFE 
Rusty Barrel! 



W 


Call for FREE Information Kit! 

TOLL-FREE 

800 - 414-2098 

BurnCage.com 



Till While You Ride! 


DR®ROTO-HOG POWER TILLER 


FAR FASTER & EASIER to use than hard- ^ 



TOWS BEHIND ATVs, riding 
mowers or lawn tractors. 
TILLS A 3-FOOT SWATH 

with each pass — ^twice 
the width of most 
walk-behind tillers! 


to-handle, walk-behind tillers. 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

F?EE^ 800-414-2098 

DRrototiller.com 




FlSHllNG MACHIXli: 



5 Minute Setup! 


285fpb 

*4216. hull •9'x4' 
• Holds 1 Adult & Gear 
• Fits in car trunk • Takes up to 3 HP 

Just $899 as shown with FREE SHIPPING 


Our Sea Eagle 285fpb Frameless Pontoon Boat 
is one mean green fishing machine! It inflates 
in 5 minutes, packs in a car trunk and goes 
anywhere the real lunkers lurk! 


Call 800-944-7496 for 
FREE Color Catalog & Material Sample 
See more at: SeaEagle.com 

19 N. Columbia Street, Port Jefferson, NY 1 1777 




Limited Mintage Striking... 


WORLD’S FIRST 

The 2015 $100 SILVER PROOF 


• Is FuUy Encapsulated to Protect Its 
Mirror-Finish. 

• Includes a Deluxe Presentation Case. 

Advance Strike Discount 

The price for the 2015 $100 Silver Proof will 
be set at $129 per proof. 

However, if you place your order now, you 
can acquire this giant silver proof at the spe- 
cial advance strike discount price — only $99. 
NOTE TO COLLECTORS: When you place 
your order for the $100 silver proof it will 
he processed immediately, and the earliest 
orders will receive the coveted lowest registra- 
tion numbers. 

Additionai Discounts 

Substantial additional discounts are avail- 
able for serious collectors who wish to 
acquire more than one of these exquisite 
silver proofs. 

Year 2015 $100 Silver Proof 

1-4 proofs - $99 each -F s//z 

5-9 proofs - $95 each -F s//z 

10-Fproofs - $89 each -F s/h 

There is a limit of twenty $100 Silver 

Proofs per order, and all orders are subject 

to acceptance by GovMint.com. 

Only 9999 Available 

GovMint.com will limit striking to only 9999 
One Troy Ounce Silver Proofs for the year 
2015. Once the edition is sold out, no more 
2015 silver proofs can ever be struck. Orders 
only win be accepted on a strict first-come, 
first-served basis according to the time 
and date of the order. Call today for fastest 
order processing. 

For fastest service call today toll-free 

1-800-514-6468 


GovMint.com Announces the Limited Mintage 
Striking of an Extraordinary Silver Proof— the 
Newest United States $100 Bill Struck in 99.9% 
Pure Silver. Discount Price $99 


This extraordinary piece 
of pure silver has a sur- 
face area that exceeds 
15 square inches... and 
it contains one Troy 
ounce of pure silver! 
And now, during a 
limited strike period, 
the very first Year 2015 $100 Silver 
Proof is available from GovMint.com at a 
special discount price — only $99! 

Exquisite Detail 

The historic 2015 $100 Silver Proof is an 
exquisite adaptation of the United States 
Treasury’s recently redesigned $100 Federal 
Reserve Note — only the third new $100 bill 
design in 100 years. It is a true artistic master- 
piece that will always be treasured. 

99.9% Silver 

Best of all, this stunning Silver Proof is even 
more beautiful than the original, because it’s 
struck in precious silver! 

It is a landmark in proof minting, combining 
unprecedented weight with extraordinary 
dimension. The specifications for this colossal 
medallic proof are unparalleled. Each one: 

• Is Individually Struck from Pure .999 Silver. 

• Weighs one Troy ounce. 

• Has a Surface Area That Exceeds 15 
Square Inches. 

• Contains 31.10 Grams (480 Grains) of 
Pure Silver. 

• Is Individually Registered and Comes With a 
Numbered Certificate of Authenticity. 


Collectible Mirrored proof Larger Franklin Liberty Bell, quiil pen Minted in one Troy ounce Actual size is 6" x 2'A" 

2015 date background portrait & July 4th date of .999% fine silver 


THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™ 


GovMint.com '14101 Southcross Dr. W. Dept. FRN1 52-01 
■ Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 
Past performance is not a predictor of future performance. 

NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide 
government coin and currency issues and privately issued 
licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the United 
States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as 
of October 2014 ©2015 GovMint.com. 


Offer Code FRN152-01 

Please mention this code when you call. 


GOVMlNT.COM* 
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// SPORTSMAN'S MARKETPLACE 

For advertising information please call Frank McCaffrey at 800-445-2714 or 212-779-5510. 


LIVE THE DREAM 


MEN’S WIDE 
SHOES 


FREE catalog 
200+ styles 


Asking price is $925,000.00 
Call Wayne Hyatt at 602-312-3207 


Skyline Woods' finest of log home products are available at the 
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide! 

Call (800) 818-9971 • woodworkersshoppe.com 


EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-20 
www.wideshoes.com 


1-800-992-WIDE • Hitchcock Shoes 

Dept 35 D5 Hingham, MA 02043 


Customer 

Satisfaction 


\Ne Guarantee It! 


THE WOODWORKERS SHOPPE 


The Nation's leader in quality tongue-n-groove Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling. 

Great For: New or Existing Homes • Basements • Dens • Rec Rooms 
Kitchens • Baths • Studies • Garages • Out Buildings • Cottages 


Compact Pontoon Boats 
Ultra Stable 4 Pontoon Design 
All Aluminum Lengths: 12T and 15T 
700 to 900 lb Capacity 
Weighs 350lbs. 
lOHp. Rating 

Duck Hunters (Olive Drab available) 
Complete dock systems and 
dock floats available. 

Toll Free: 877-407-8645 

www.hotwoods.com 


Live the dream in this stunning 7000 sq ft eustom 
full log home nestled on 1 .5 aeres off the bluffs of 
the mighty Mississippi River in Cassville, 
Wisconsin. 

Breathtaking views from most of the rooms 
including a 70ft viewing deck. Perfect as a full 
time home, hunting/fishing lodge or a weekend 
get-away for your best clients. Just a short drive 
from Chicago, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, 
Madison or Dubuque. There is first class 
amenities through-out the home with quality 
wood and stone work everywhere. 

You will enjoy world class duck and goose 
hunting since you are steps from the Mississippi 
Fly way. Turkey and white tail abound. For the 
fisherman there is a nearby boat launch where 
you can tangle with bass, walleye and double 
fisted size crappie. The beautiful winter brings ice 
fishing, snowmobiling, cross country skiing and 
Bald Eagle watching. 

There are four bedrooms, three full baths for a 
total of eight unique rooms including a finished 
walk-out basement with full bath. A large two car 
garage gives you plenty of space for all your toys. 

This is a must see sportsman’s paradise. 


BASS^I^NTBR 

•CMHOIMAl! and- D-nLL -n¥Z KB1~ 




;tolu free; 

1 WWW-eA##HUNTeR COM 


CAN YOU HAVE PERMANENT OR 
ENLARGEMENT FOR A LIFETIME RESULTS^— 


What a difference 3" makes. 

REACH YOUR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL 

0^0 CALL TOLL FREE ANYTIME 
AcSdL* Se Habla Espanol 

P® 1-800-378-4689 

01 rfi’-ra* 1-818-342-2028 9 am 5 pm PST (M F) 


Dr. Bross advises erection size can be 3 inches 
bigger and can have enlargement for a lifetime 
when you continue to take PRO-fPLUS PILLS. Size 
can be bigger in less than 40 days. Special 360 ^ 

days prices. Choose Original, Advanced or Ultimate. fjJiQI 

PRO+PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID 

Use with any Pro+Plus Pills works in just a few days. 

FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF PRO+PLUS PILLS I 

PRO+PLUS XTREME _ 

For Immediate Erections. Effective Up To 12 Hours. 

FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO+PLUS FORMULA 

PRO+PLUS MYTMAXlESmiEmi BOOSTER 
Increases Sex Drive and Performance. 

SUPER FORMULAS SPECIAL OFFER 

Only $25.00 Each Or Select ONE FREE With Any Pro+Plus Pills Order. Select 
Any THREE FREE With a 360 Days Supply of PRO+PLUS PILLS. 

ATTRACT-A-MATE Human pheromone makes women desire you. 

SEXCITER LIQUID Excites women. 

PERFORM ULTRA CREAM Erection Cream MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


www.proplusmedical.com www.avidpromedical.com 


PROi^ 


PLUS 


SEND ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 

|AVID PRO MEDICAL dept. 53FAA 
* Box 769 Woodland Hills, CA 91365 _ 

|Q Check O Money Order Q Cash 

[ CREDIT CARD NO. Qvisa Q MasterCard QAmex Q Discover 359 Days Supply 


Phone & Internet Orders specify 
products and dept, code (shown left, 
next to company name). 

Quantity 60 Days Supply 
120 Days Supply 


myTmax 


Original Advanced Ultimate 

For men who are For the men with For men with any size penis, 
now 6 inches or a size less than Does Not Contain Yohimbe 
more. average. And L-Arginine. 

$80 $ 


J$45 

□ $50 1 [ 

1 $60 

r 

$80 

n$9o 1 ■ 

■ $110 


" $110 

□ $130 1 ■ 

1 $160 


J$150 

□ $170 ![ 

] $210 

L 


$140 

$200 


I EXPIRES: Month/Year 

I 


CVS CODE 3-digit Security Code found on 
back of card or 4-digits on front of Amex 


NAME (print) (I am over 1 8 and agree to the terms of avidpromedical.com) 


[address 

I CITY/STATE/ZIP 


EMAIL ADDRESS (optionai) 

Orders discreetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail. 


PHONE NUMBER (optionai) 


Foreign Orders - Add $25.00 S&H. 

[ COPYRIGHT ©1996 PRO+PLUS is a trade name of Avid Pro Medical. Individual results may vary. 

* These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, 
ijreat, cure or prevent any disease. 


PRO+PLUS XTREME FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO+PLUS FORMULA 

1 Bottle (8 Capsules) $1 4.95 FREED $ 

1 Bottle 48 Capsules $48.75 $ 

PRO+PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF PRO+PLUS PILLS 

1 Bottle $25.00 each FREED $ 

Super Formulas $elect ONE FREE With Any Pro+Plus Pills Order. 

Three Free With Any 360 Days Supply Of Pro+Plus Pills 

Sexciter Liquid to Excite Women $25.00 each FREE _ $ j 

Attract-A-Mate to Attract Women $25.00 each FREE _ $ 

Perform Enhancement Cream $25.00 each FREE □ $ 

TOTAL PURCHASE: $ 

Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY $ 14.95 

TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED: $ 

________ J^5WJ 













F&S DESTINATIONS 

To advertise call Eric Genova at 212-779-7172 eid: 221 or egenova@mediapeople.com 
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#1 in Quality 
& Price. 

in the U.S.A. 


1 6 Camo Patterns 
Available 

100% Money Back 
Guarantee 

500 Cordura Nylon 


866 - 492-4849 



PcsOutdoors.com 

Trapping, Predator Calling and 
Firearm Supply SUPERSTORE. 

Also check out our Newest Divion: 

www.firebirdshootingsupply.coi 

or call us at 989-569-3482' 


Id 

IE ^ 

52T 
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Live Bait 


Producing quality live fishing bait since 1951. 
Mealworms, Mighty Mealys, 
Waxworms, and Spikes. 

Grubco Inc. 800-222-3563 
www.grubco.com 


Poultry 

Meyer Hatchery Full line of poultry, game birds 
& poultry equipment. Free Catalog 
1-888-568-9755. www.MeyerHatchery.com 
626 St. Rt. 89, Polk, OH 44866 


w 

REAL ESTATE 


United States 


FREE! Ozark real estate catalog. 
Affordable getaway properties of all types. 

www.onlineoml.com, 1-800-591-4047. 



Sportsman’s Paradise 

Hersey, Michigan - 75-miles north of Grand Rapids. 
Beautiful, custom 4,000-1- s. f. log home on 20-1- 
wooded acres, 450 ft. of frontage on the Muskegon 
River. Hunting, fishing, recreation, wildlife abounds. 

Mike Kothe, Broker. Real Estate Plus, 
616-299-3868 www,RealEstatePlusMI,com 

W 

GENERAL 


Help Wanted 

$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING PRODUCTS 

from home. For free information, send SASE: 
HOME ASSEMBLY-FS Box 450, New Britain, 
CT 06050-0450 


w 

MOUNTAIN STATES 


Elk Hunts 

Cows & Trophy Bulls 
Starting at $1,500 
No license required. 
Central Minnesota 
Sept - Mar 866-806-7973 
www.mccoyhuntingranch.com 


MISSOURI 


Furnace Creek Outfitters 


Hunting North Central Missouri 
Deer, Turkey, Gun Bow 
Lynn GrabiU (903)723-3319 


w 

ONTARIO 


FLY-IN 


Housekeeping 

Camps 


Fishtaig 

14 Remote Lakes 
■ff Walleye, Trout, Bass, Pike 
250 Miles North of Toronto 
e $869.00 plus tax p.p. (per person) for a full week 
& $809.00 for half a week, Canadian funds. 

Bring your fly rod for excellent fly fishing opportunities! 


w 

NORTHEAST 



THE SOUTH 


TENNESSEE WILD BOAR HUNTING 
IN THE CUMBERLAND MOUNTAINS 

CLARKRANGE HUNTING LODGE • P.O. BOX 2008 • CLARKRANGE, TN 38553 

• MEMBER: NAHC/NRA/SCI 

• LARGE, RUSTIC LODGE 
•FULL SERVICE TAXIDERMY 
•MEAT PROCESSING 
•SPECIALIZING IN WILD BOAR 
AND EXOTIC SHEEP & GOAT HUNTING 

CALL OR WRITE KEN MOODY, CLARKRANGE HUNTING LODGE, 

^^3h863-320^^wWjkenmoodjjCOii^ 

MONTANA 



FREEDOM CODRTRT 

20 Acres in WESTERN MONTANA, famous trout fishing 
streams, backpacking, camping, reknown Hunting 
privileges (elk, deer, moose, bear). ONLY $500 down 
payment with 1-YR. FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
Call toll FREE for colored brochure or visit us on the WEB 
at www.treasurestateranchesmt.com. 


Sudbury Aviation LTD., P.O. Box 340, 
Azilda, Out. POM IBO 
Phone/Fax: Marg (705) 983-4255 
email: sudaviat@vianet.on.ca ( Alli-Ll 


www.sudburyaviation.on.ca 


, JTtiUI 
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2015 Rates 


Tennessee 

Grapple, Bass, 

iididiii, gnu 

Fisliing Package - $249 

d R. d NinhtQ-l>icludes: room or cabin, 

4 uays fit 4 IMigniS boat, motor, bait, gas & ic 
(except March 15 - May 20) $309pp 
Rooms or Cabins • Ciubhouse • Kitchens 
Free cookout every Mon. & Thurs. during season 

NEW! Early Spring Pkg. 

February - March 1 4 
2 Days & 2 Nights 
Cypress Point Resort 

731-253-6654 1-800-394-1886 

Call Jill for special group pricing 

emaii: cypressp@usit.net ^ 

www.cypresspointresort.com 
3535 State Route 21 E 
Tiptonviiie, TN 38079 il 


$0 

p pri^ng 


iirai-iN HI El 


Monthly Payments made to fit your budget! 

Call us today for a FREE 
color borchure 1-800-592-5990 
www.treasurestateranchesmt.com 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Ave., - Dept. FS 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1 000 


MONTANA 


Highly successful big game hunts 
in the heart of the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness. Early & late seasons. 
Guided & unguided hunts. This is the 
high quality hunt you’re looking for. 
Call or write for free brochure. 

A Lazy H Outfitters 

PO Box 1079R 
Choteau, MT 59422 
(800)893-1155 
www.alazyh.com 
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THE STAND 

It started as a regular 
deer hunt but became a 
revelation By Bill Heavey 

D HE most ordinary deer 

Stand can somehow turn itself 
into a spiritually powerful place. 
I don’t pretend to understand how this 
works. I do know that you can climb into 
one with a stranger and come down four 
hours later knowing things about him you 
probably don’t know about your best friend. 

I was sitting on a folding chair in a tower 
stand in central Arkansas on a raw October 
morning. I had the barrel of a loaner rifle, a 
6.5x55 Swedish, resting on the rail as Mike 
Romine and I scanned a big cutover field 
with pine woods on three sides. He’d 
warned me that the deer on his club’s lease 
rarely showed themselves for more than a 
few seconds. Mike is 58, with hands cal- 
loused from a lifetime of working outside. 
I’d only met him the day before, but there 
was something about him that I’d liked im- 
mediately. He seemed uncommonly aware 
of the gift of being alive. 

Around 9 A.M., Mike rattled and a big 
8 -pointer came to the edge of the woods 
300 yards away. It was a trophy — the big- 
gest rack seen on club property in years, I 
learned later — but it was farther away than I 
felt comfortable shooting. I was almost glad 
that brush shielded its brisket. The deer 
melted back into the pines. We just sat for a 
good while. Then Mike, still watching the 
field, started talking in the singularly casual 
voice that some men reserve for the weighti- 
est things. A little more than two years ago, 
his wife’s younger brother had committed 
suicide in his favorite stand not far from 
where we sat. Mike had been 21 and Barry 
13 when they met. “Basically, he was my 
little brother. We loved each other. I was the 
one who got him into deer hunting and the 
club. He loved hunting and loved this 
place.” Mike was the last to see Barry alive 
and the first to see him afterward. He’d ar- 
rived to find blood spattered on the walls of 
the stand and his brother-in-law on the 
floor next to a 20 -gauge slug gun. With an 
EMT on speakerphone, Mike had admin- 
istered chest compressions and breaths to a 
dead man until a police car arrived. 

I didn’t know why Mike was telling me 


this. The reason didn’t matter. What did 
was that I’d just entered his world. Be- 
neath his calm voice, I felt the emotional 
annihilation a suicide inflicts on the survi- 
vors — devastation, anguish, anger, and 
bewilderment. When Barry had blown 
away his own heart, he taken a great many 
others’ with him. The news had just about 
done in Barry’s parents, his four sisters, a 
slew of nieces and nephews. I was over- 
come by this rush of knowledge and by 
Mike’s selflessness. Here was a man in 
great pain who was nonetheless more con- 
cerned with others’ suffering than his own. 
I blinked back tears and pretended to 
study my side of the field. 

Mike had watched the coroner bag up 
Barry’s body. He’d stood there alone and 
watched as the little caravan of cars ap- 
peared and disappeared as the road rose and 
fell and finally curved away. He’d thought of 
how our lives were like that road — with 
highs and lows and places where the way 
ahead seemed to have washed out alto- 


gether. Mike believed that 
God had given us the prom- 
ise of everlasting life, but 
that first we had to do due 
diligence to this one, see it 
through even the bleakest 
times. And that we had a 
responsibility to love each 
other, help each other along 
the way. 

What a man, I thought. 
What a tough, brave, tender 
son of a gun. 

I remembered reading 
somewhere that most sui- 
cides were cases of mistaken 
identity. Which I under- 
stood to mean that acute 
depression — a tidal wave of 
unbearable self-loathing 
and despair — fooled you 
into thinking that your suf- 
fering and feelings of worth- 
lessness were your identity 
rather than things you were 
going through. 

I didn’t say anything, but I reached out 
and clamped Mike’s shoulder for a mo- 
ment. We didn’t say anything else about it. 
Mike rattled a couple more times. We saw 
two does cut the corner of the field as they 
traveled from one section of woods to an- 
other. But we didn’t see the big buck again 
or any others. Two hours later, two men 
who had been strangers climbed down from 
the stand having shared something that I 
still can’t quite put a name to. I felt richer for 
it and hoped Mike did, too. I hoped that the 
telling of his grief had lessened its weight. 

As for me, I felt a mix of things. There 
are few honors higher than having a 
stranger trust you enough to share his deep- 
est thoughts. And I did feel deeply honored. 
But I was also a bit anxious. Now I had to 
be as good a man as the one Mike had taken 
me for. While walking away, I glanced back 
at the stand. It looked like any other. Its 
power was as mysterious to me as anything 
else that had just happened. But I knew it 
was real. I’d felt it. ® 
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If you think all polarized sungiasses are ai ike, think again. Dniy Wiiey X Ciimate Controi Series styies with 
patented removabie Faciai Cavity™ Seais biock out peripherai iight to boost poiarization. That’s right, eiiminating 
peripherai iight actuaiiy makes poiarized ienses perform even better - iess giare, better ciarity, more fish. 

Just ask top bass pro Edwin Evers. 


ABSOLUTE. PREMIUM. PRDTECTIDN: 

WILEYX.CDM 



^GANDEIImin 


WE LIVE OUTDOORS 


WILEYX.CDM 







THERE'S A LITTLE SMOKEY IN ALL OF US. 


9 out of 10 wildfires are caused by humans. Which means 9 out of 10 
wildfires can be prevented. So if you see someone acting irresponsibly, 
step in and make a difference. 


ONLY 


CAN PREVENT 
WILDHRES. 

SmokeyBear.com 



photo Jill Greenberg 
©USDA Forest Service 






